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A PREFACE. 
Onfeſſion of the Faith that is is us, wheu juſtlycalled for , is ſo indi- 
ſpenſablea due all owe to the Glory of rhe Soveraign G O D, thar 
it is ranked among che Ducies of che rſt Com randmenr, fuch as 
Prayer is3 and therefore by Paul yoaked with Faichic (elf, as nc- 
ceſſary to ſalvation : With the beart man believeth unto righteouſneſſe.and with 
the mouth confeſsion is Made unto ſalvation. Our Lord Chriſt himſelf, when 
he was accuſed of his Dofrine conſidered _y as a marrer of fa by 
preaching, refuſed to anſwer 3 bucau-e, as ſuch , it lay upon evidence, and 
matter of teſtimony of others ; unto whom therefore he refers himſelf : Bur 
when borh the High Pricſt and Pilate expoſtulare his Fairh ; and what he 
held himſelf to be 3 he withour any demur ar all , cheerfully makes decla- 
ration, That he was the Son of GOD; ſo tothe High Prieſt : And that he 
was a King , and born to be a King 3 thusro Pilate; though upon the urter- 
ing of it his life lay at che ſtake : Which holy pro:eflion of his is celebrated 
for our example, 1 Tim. 6. 13. 
Confeſsien , when made by a company of profeſſors of Chriſtianity jointly 
meeting to that end the moſt genuine and, narural uſe of fuch Confeſsiens is, 
That under the ſame form of w ords, they expreſle the ſubſtance of che ſame 


common ſalvation , or unity of their faith; wheteby ſpeabing tie ſame things , 


they ſhew themſelves per fettly joyned in the ſame mind , and in the ſame judge- , Cor. x 
ment. . ”" 
IO, 


And accordingly ſuch a tranſaQion is to be looked upon bar as a meet or 
fir medium or means whereby to expreſſe that their common faith and ſalva- 
tion, and no way to be made uſe of as an impoſition upon any : Whatever is 
of force or conſtraint in watrers of rhis narure, cauſerh them to degenerate 
from the name and nature of Confeſsions , and turns them from being Confeſ- 
ſions of Faith, into exattions and impoſitions of Faith. 

And ſuch Common Confeſsions of the Orthodox Faich , made in ſimplicity 
of heart by any ſuch Body of Chriſtians, with concord among themſelves , 
ought to be encerrained by all others that love the truth as 1t is 3n eſs , 
with an anſwerable rejoycing : For if the unanimous opinions and aflertions 
but in ſome few poinrs of Religion, and that when by rwo Churches, namc- 


ly, that of Feruſalem, and the Meſſengers of Antioch mer, afliſted by ſome of Ats 15- 


the Apoſtles , whereby the Believers of thoſe times received with ſo much 
Joy, (as it is ſaid , They rejoice for the conſe/ation ) much more this is co be 
done, when the whole ſubſtance of Faith , and form of wholeſome words ſhall 
be declared by the Meſſengers of a multitude of Churches , though want- 
ing thoſe advantages of counſel and a'thority of the ApofHes , which that 
A(ſembly had. ; 
Which acceptation is then more ſpecially due,when theſe ſhall(ro chooſe 
ater and declare their Faith, ia the ſame ſubſtance for marter, yea, words,for 
rhe moſt part, that other Churches and Aſſembtics , repured rhe moſt Ortho- 
dex, have done before them . For upon ſuch a correſpondency, atl'may fee 
that atually accompliſhed , which the Apoſtle did bur exhorr unto, and. 


pray for,in thoſe two more eminent Churches of che Corintians & the —_— 
an 


Rom, 1.<. 
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(&fo in them forwll theChriftians of his time har boch Few Gentile,char ©, 
men of different perſwaſions,(as they were Jmight gloripe GOD with one mind 
and with one mouth. And truly, rhe ver) turning ofthe Gentiles ro the own- 
ing cf the ſame Faith, im the (ubſtance of ir, with rhe Chriſtian Jew(though 
ditfering in the greater poinrs then we do from our brethren) is preſently 
after dignified by the Apoſite wich chis ſtile , Thar it is the Confeſſion of Fe- 
ſus Chriſt himſelf nor as the 0bje# onely, bur as the Author and Mabey 
thereof : I will confeſſe to thee (\aith Chriſt ro God) among the Gentiles. 
Sothar in aH ſuch accords , Chr ift is rhe great and firſt Confeſſy 3 and we , 
and all our Faith uttered by us, are bur rhe Epiſtles . Cas Pau) and Confeſ- 
frons ( as Iſaiah there) ol their Lord and ours, He , bur exprating whar is 
wriren im his heart, through their hearts and mourhes to the glory 2f God 
the Father : And ſhallnor we all rejoice herein, when as Chritt himſelf is 
{aid ro &0 it upon this cccafſion ; as «r there allo ſollows, Fwill fing unto thy 
Name. 

Further, as the ſoundneſſe and wholeſomeneſſe of the matter gives rhe viger 
and life ro ſuch Confefſions, (o rhe inward freeneſſe,willingneſſe and readie(ſe 
of the ſpirits of the Conjeſf9r7s do cont: ibure the beauty and love- 
lineſſe thereunto , as it isin Prayer to God , to in Confeſſions made to 1nen, 
If two or three met, do agree, it renders both, ro eirher the more acceprable. 
The Spirit of Chyiſt i» in himſclf roo free, great and generous a Spirir, ro fufs 
fer hin.felf ro be uſed by any humane arm, to whip men into belief; he 
drives nor, bur gent.y leads into all truth, and perſwades men ro dwell in the 
rents of like precious Faith; which would loſe of irs preciouſneſſe and value, 
if that ſparkle of freenciſe ſhone nor m it ; The charatter ot his people,is ro 
be a willing people in the day 0) his power , ( nor Nans_) in the beauties of ho« 
lineſſe , which are the Aſlemblings of che Sainrs : one glory of whieh AC- 
femblings in that firſt Church , is ſaid to have been , They met with one 4c- 
cord; which is there in that Pſalm propheſicd of , in the inſtance of that 
firſt Church, for all other that ſhould ſucceed. 

And as this great Spitir is in himſclf free,when, and how far,and in whom 
to work.ſo where & when he doth work,he cgarricth ic wich the ſame free- 
dome, and is ſaid ro be a free Spirit, as he both is , and-works in us ; And 
where this Sprrit of the Lord is, there 15 Liberty. 

Now, as to this Confeſsion of ours, befides,that a conſpicuous conjunRion 
of the parriculars mentioned, hath appeared therein : There are alſo four re- 
warkable Attendants thereon , which added , might parhaps in the eyes of 
ſober and indifferent ſpirits, give the whole of chis Tranfa&ion a room and 
rank amongſt other many good and memorable thiugs of this age 3 at leaſt 
all ſer rogerher, do caſt as clear a gleam and manifeſtations of Gods Power 
and Preſence, as hath appeared.in any ſuch kind of Cenfeſsjons, made by ſo 
numerous a company theſe later years. 

The firſt, is the Femper,(or diſtewper rather) of the times,during which, 
cheſe Churches have been garhering, and which they have run through. All 
do (our ofa general ſence) complain that the times have been periilous, or 
drffien't times; ( as the apoſile foretold) and thatin reſpe& to danger rom 
ſeducing ſpirits, more pecillous then the hotreſt ſeaſons of Perſecution. We 
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have ſaited throngh an Mſtvation, Fluxes and Retiuxes of great varieties of 
Spirirs, Doftrines, Opinions and Occurrences; and eſpecially in the mar- ' 
ter of Opmions,w hich have been accompanied 1in their teverall ſeaſons,wirch 
powertull perſwaſions and teniations, ro ſeduce thoſe of our way. It is 
known men have taken the freedome (notwirhitauding what Authoriry 
bach interpoſed to the contrary) to ventand vend rheir own vain and ac- 
cu: ſed imagimations, contrary to the great and fixed Truths of the Goſpel , 
inſomuch, as cake rhe-whole round and circle of deluſions, the Devil hath 
an chis ſmall crime, ran, it will be found, that every cruch, of greater or letler 
weight, hath by one or other hand, at one time or another, been queſtiog- 
ed aud.called ro the Bar amongſt Us, yea,and impleaded,under che pretexc 
( which hath ſome degree of Juitice in ir} char all ſhould nor be bound up 
ro the Tradirions of torn. cr rimes, nor rake Keligion upon cruſt. 
W hence ir hath come to paſle, char many of rhe ſoundeit Profeſſors were 
ou upon a new fearch and diſquiſirios of ſuch truchs', as they had raken 
or granted, and yet had hved upon rhe comfort of: ro the end they might 
be able ro convince others, and eſtabliſh rheir own hearrs againſt rhas dark- 
neile and unbcliet, that is ready to cloſe with crrour, or at laſt ta 'doubt 
of che cruch , when errour is (peciouſly preſented. And hercupon we do 
Profeiledly account it one of the greateſt advanrages gained our of the rem- 
prations of theſe times 3 yea the honour of the Saints aud Niniſters of rheſe 
Nations. Thar after they had ſweerly been exerciſed in, and had improv- 
ed prathcal and experimental Truths, this ſhould be their further lot, voex#- 
mine and diſcus, and indeed,ancw tolcarn over every Do#rinal Truth,borth 
our of the Scriprures, and alſo with a freſh raſte rhereof in their own hearts; 
which is ao other chen what the Apoſtle exhorrs to, Try all things, hold faſt 
that which js good. Converſion unto God ar firft, whar is it elſe then a ſuve- 
ry and affetionate application, and the bringing home to the heart with \pt- 
riceall tight and life, all truths that are neceflary co 1alvarion, together with 
other lefer truths 2 all which we had afore converſion taken in bur norto- 
rally from common ediication and rradirion. » 
Now thar after this firſt guſt thoſe who have bin thus converred ſhould 


be pur upon a new probation and ſearch our of rhe Scriptures, nor onely of This per- 
all principles explicirely ingredients ro Converſion ; ( unto which the Apo-fwaſion 
ſte reterrech the Galations when they had diverted from chem ) bur of atl comerh 
other luperſirugures as well as tundamenrals 3 and together therewith, a- nor of him 
aew to experiment the power and ſweerneſle of all rheſe in; their own thar cal- 
ſouls : Whar:is this bur ryyed Faith indeed ? and equivalent to a new con-Jerh you. 
verſion unto the rruch ? An Anchor that is proved ro be ſure and ftedfaft ,Gal. 4 8. 
* that will certainly hold in all contrary ſtorms : This was the emmenr ical 


and commendation which thoſe holy Apoſtles that lived and wrore laſt 3 
Peter, Fobn and Jude ; im their Epilthes did fer and give to the Chriſtians 
of che latter part ofchoſe primitive times. And beſides, ir is clear and evi-. 
dent by all rhe other Epiſties, from firſt rolaſt, thar ic coſt riie Apoſtles as , 
much, and far more care and pains v0 preſerve chem they had converred,in 


the truth , then they had taken to turn chem thereunco ar firſt. Andirtis in i Per. 1-5: 


itfelfaz great a work and inſtance of the power of God , that keeps , yea , 
tnards is through faith unts ſalvation. A 2 Second- 


"Secondly, let this be added, (or ſuperadded rarher ) to give full weight 
and meaſure, even to running over )that we have all along this ſeaſon, held. 
forth ( rhough quarcelled with for it by our bretheres) this great principle 
of rheſe rimes , That amongſt all Chriftian States and Churches, there ought to 
be wouchſafed a forbearance and mutual indulgence unto Saints of all perſwaſi- 
ons, that keep unto, and hold faſt the neceſſary foundations of faith and holinsſs 
in all other matrers extr«afundamental, wherher of Faith or Order. 

This co have been our conſtant principle , we are not aſhamed to con- 
feſle ro the whole Chriſtian world. Wherein yet we defire we may be 
underſtood , nor as it in the abſtraF we ſtood indifferent to falſhood or 
truth, or were careleſle whether fairh or ercour, in any Truths but funda- 
mentall, did obtain or nor, ſo we had our liberry in our perry and ſmaller 
© differences : or as ifro make ſure of that, we had cut out this wide cloak 
for it : No, we profeſle that the whole, and every particle of that Faith 
delivered ro the Sainrs, ( the ſubſtance of which we have according to 
our light here profcfſed ) is, as to the propagarion and furtherance of it by 
- all Goſpel-means, as precious to us as our lives, or what can be ſuppoſed 
dear tous; and in our ſphere we have endeavoured to promote them ac- 
cordingly ; Bur yer withall, we have and do contend , { and if we had all 
the power whbich any, or all of our brethren of differing opinions have de- 
fired to have over us, or 2thers , we ſhould freely grant it unto them all 
. we have and do contend for this, That in the concrete , the perſons of all 
-fuch gracious Saints, they and their errours, as they are in them,when they 
are bur ſuch errours as do and may ſtand with communion wirh Chriſt, 
rhough they ſhould not repent of them, as not being convinced of them to 
*the end of their daies ; that thoſe, with their errours ( that are purely ſpi-+ 
rituall, and intrench and overthrow not civill ſocieties, ) as concrete with 
their perſons, ſhould for Chriſts ſake be born withall by all Chriſtians in the 
world ; and they notwirhſtanding be permitred toenjoy all Ordinances 
and ſpiriruall Priviledges according to their light , as freely as any other of 
their brethren thar pretend to the greateſt Orthodoxiryzas having as equal, 
and as fair a right in aud unto Chriſt, and all the holy things of Chriſt, that 
any other can challenge to rhemſelves. 

And this doth afford a full and invincible teſtimony on our behalf,in that 
whiles we have ſo earneſtly contended for this juſt liberry of Saines in all 
the Churches of Chritt , we our ſelves have had no need of is : that isas re 
the matter ofthe profeſſion of Faith which we have.-mainrained rogerher 
with others : and of this, this ſubſequent Confeſſion of Fairh gives ſuffici- 
ent evidence. So as we have the confidence in Chriſt, to utter in the words 
of thoſe two great Apoſtles, That we have ſtood faſt in the liberty wherewink 
Chrift hath made us free ( in the behalf of others , rather then our ſelves ) 
and having been free, have not made uſe of our liberty for a cloak of errour or 
maliciouſneſſe in our ſelves : And yet , loe, whereas from the beginning of 
che rearing of zheſe Churches , that of the Apoſtle hath been ( by ſome 
prophecyed of ns, and applyed to us, That whiles we promiſed(unto others ) 
hberty, we our ſelves would become ſervants of corruption, and be brought in 
bandage roall forts of fancies and imaginations 3 yet the whole world may 


now 
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now ſce afrer the —_ of many years ran through (and it is manifeſt 
by this Cone lion J) that the great and gracions God hath not onely kept 
us in that common uniry of the Faith and Knowledge of. the Son of God , 
which che whole Community of Sainrs have and ſhall in cheir generations 
come unto , bur alſo in the Game Trurhs, both ſmall and great , that gre 
built chereupon, char any ocher of the beſt and more pure Reformed Chur- 
ches in their beſt crimes # which were cheir firſt rimes Jhave arrived unto: 
This Confeſſion wichalt holding forth 2 profeſſed oppoſition unco the 
common errours and herefics of rheſe times. 

=_ two conſiderations have been taken from the ſeaſons we have gone 
through. 

Thirdly, let the ſpace of time it ſelf, or dayes , wherein from firſt to laſt 
che whole of rhis Confeſſion was framed and conſented ro by the whole of 
us, be duly conſidered by ſober and ingenuous ſpirits : the whole of dayes 
in which we had meetings abour ir, ( (cr afide che rwo Lords days , and 
the firſt days meerigg, in which we conſidered and debared what to pirch 
upon ) were bur eleven days,part of which alſo was ſpent byſome of us in 
prayer, others in conſulting 3 and in the end all agreeing. We mention this 
{mall circumſtance but to this end, ( which ſtill addes unto the former } 
That it gives demonſtration, not of our JR and willingneſſe onely, bur 
of our readineſſe and preparedne ſſe unto fo grear a work 3 which otherwiſe, 
and in-orher Aſſemblies, harh ordinarily raken up long and great debares , 


as in ſuch a variery of matrers ofſuch concernment, . may Well he ſuppoſed 1 Pet. ;, 
to fall our. And this is no other then wharthe Apoſtle Petey exhorts unto, 15. 
Re ready alwayes to give an anſwer to every man that asbeth #, ou & Treaſon or 8 Cor. 2. 


account of the hope that it in you. The Apoſtle Paxl faith of the ſpirituall 
Truths ef the Goſpel, That God bath prepaped them for thoſe that love him. 
The inward and innate conſtitution of the new creature being in it ſelf ſuch 
as is ſured to all choſe Truths, as congenial chereunto: Bur although there 
be this mutuall adaprneſſe berween rheſe rwo, yet ſach is rhe mixture of ig- 
norance, darkneſle and unbelief , carnall reaſon , preoccupation of judge- 
ment, intereſt of parties, wanronneſle in opinion, proud adhering co our 
own perſwaſions, and perverſe oppoſitions and averſneſle ro agree with o- 
thers, and a multitude of ſuch 1.ke diſtempers common to believing man :, All 
whichare not only mixed with, bur at times, ( eſpecially in ſuch times as 
have paſſed over our heads ) are ready to overcloud onr judgements, and 
do canſe our eyes to be double, and ſomerimes prevailfas well as luſts, and 
do byaſs 6ur wills and affe&ions : And ſuch is their mixture, that alchough 
chere may be exſiſtenr an habiruall preparedneſſe in mens ſpirits, yer not 
alwayecs a preſent readineſſe ro be found , ſpecially nor in ſuch a various 
multirude of men, to make a ſolemn and deliberate profeſſion of all rraths , 
it being as great a work to'find the ſpirirs of rhe juſt ( perhapt rhe beſt ) of 
Sars, for every truth, as to be prepared to every good work. 

It is therefore to be looked at as a great and f$ecciall work of the holy 


' Ghoſt, that ſo numerous a company of Miniſters, and other principall bre- 


thren, ſhould ſo readily , ſpeedily and joyntly give up themſelves unto ſuch a 
whole Body of Tru#bi that are after eedhnelſe 
A3 This 
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This argues they had not their faich ro ſeek 3 bur, as is ſaid of Exra, thar 
they were ready Scribes, and ( as Chriſt YinſtruSed unto the kingdome of bea- 
ven,bcing as the good bouſholders of ſo many families of Ghriſt,oringing forth 
of their ſtore and treaſury New and 0!d. It ſhews theſe truchs had been fa- 
miliar ro them, and they acquainred with chem, as with their daily food and 
proviſion, ( as Chriſts alluſion rhere inſtnuares ) in a word , chat ſo they had 
preached, and thar ſo thery people had believed , as the Apoſtle ſpeaks upon 
one like particular occaſion. And the Apoſtle Paul confiders ( in caſcs of 
this narure ) the ſuddenneſſe or length of the time , cirher one way or the 0- 
ther 3 whether it were in mens forſaking or learning of che rruch. Thus che 
ſuddenneſſe in the Galatians caſc in leaving the rruth, he makes a w >nder of 
ir: I marvellthatyou are SO SOON (chatis, in ſoſhorr a rime J) re- 
moved from the true Gojpel unto another.” Again on the contrary , in the He- 
brews he aggravares their backwardnefſe, Thar when for the time you ought to 
be Teachers, you had need that one teach you the very firſt principles of the Ora- 
cles of God. The Parable contrary ro both theſe having fallen our in this 
rcanſaction, may have ſome ingredient and weight with ingenuous fpirirs in 
irs kind, according to the proportion is pur upon cither ot rheſe forementi- 
ened in their adverſe kind, and obrain rhe like ſpeciall obſervation. 

This accord of ours hach fallen our withour having held any correſponden> . 

together, or prepared conſulcation by which we might come to be advi- 

cd of one anothers minds. We alledge not this as a macter of commenda- 
rion in us3 no, we ackuowledge it ro have been a grear negle& : And ac- 
cordingly one of the firſt propoſals for union amongſt us was , Thar there 
might be a conſtaur correſpondence held among rhe Churches for councicll 
and murvall edification, ſo for time to come to prevent thelike omitlion. 
we contefle that from the firlt , every, or at leaſt the generality of our 

Churches, have been in a manner like ſo many Ships ( chough holding 
forth che ſame generall colours ) lanchc fingly , aud (ailing apart and alone 
in the vaſt Occan of theſe cumultuaring times , and they expoſed roevery 
wind of Dodtrine, under no ocher condudt chen the Word and Spirit, and 
their parcicular Elders and principall Brethren , 'wirhout Aſſociations a- 
mong our ſclves,or ſo much as holding our common lights to orhers, where- 
by to know where we were. b 

Bur yer whileſt we thus confeſſe ro our own ſhame thisnegle& , let al 
acknowledge, thar God hath ordered it for his high and greater glory , in 
that his ſingular care and power ſhould have ſo watche over each of theſe, 
as thar all ſhould be fo ind to have ſteered rheir courſe by the ſame Chart , 
and to have been bound for one and the ſame Port, and chat upon this ge- 
nerall ſearch now made, that the ſame holy and bleſſed Truths of all forts, 
which are currant aud warrantable amongſt all the other Churches of 
Chriſt in che world, ſhould be found to be our Lading. 

The whole, and'every of theſe things when pur rogerher , do cauſe us 
( whatever men of prejudiced and oppoſite ſpirirs way find out to flight 
ther, with a holy admiration, to ſay, That this is no other theu the Lords 
doing; and which we with thankſgiving do take from his hand as a (pe- 
ciall token upon ws for good , and dothſbew that God is faithful and «pr (gh 
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towards thoſe that are planted in his bouſe : And that as the Faith was but 
once for all , and intentionally firft delivered unto the Saints 3 ſo the Saints, 
when not abiding ſcattered , but gathered under their reſpeive P aftors ac- 
cording to Gods heart into an houſe, and Chrehes into the /1ving God,ſuch to- 
gether are, as Pau! forefpake it, che moſt fte:dy and firm pillar and ſeat of 
Truth that God hatch any where apprinted to himſelf on earth, where his 
truth is beſt conſerved , and publickly held forth 3 there be-ng in ſuch AG 
ſembles weekly a rich dwelling of the Word amongſt them , that is, a dayly 0- 
pen houſe kept by the means of thoſe good Houſhriders , their Teachersand 
other Juſtruters reſpectively appropriated to thew , whom Chilt in the 
verrue of his Aſcention, conrinves to give as gifts to his people, himſelf dwel- 
ling amonſt them 3 to the end thar by rhis , as the moſt ſure ſtanding perma- 
nent means, the Saints might be perfeHed till ne all ( even all rhe Saints in 
preſent and furure ages ) docome by this conſtanc and daily Ordinance of 
his unto the unity of the Faith and Knowledge of the Son of God unto aperfet# Eph. 
man , unto the meaſure of the ſt»ture of the julneſſe of Chrift ( which choogh | 4 + 
growing on by parts and piecemeal , will yer appear complear,. when that 
great and gererall Aſſembly ſhall be gathered then when this world is ended, 
and theſe diſpenſations have had their fulnefle and period) and ſo that from 
henceforth ( fucha proviſion being made for us ) we be no more children 2oſ= 14 
ſed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of Doftrine. | 
And finally, this doth give a freſh and recene demonſtration , that the 
great Apoſtle and High-prieft of our profeſſion is indeed aſcended inro heaven, 
avd continues there with power and care, faithfull as a ſon over bis own Heb. 2.6 
houſe,whoſe houſe are we, if we hold faft the confidence and the rejoycing of the **© +3o Oe. 
hope firm unto the end : and ſhews thar he will, as he hath renting wich 
his owg Inſiicutians to the cad of the world. 
Ir is true, that many ſad miſcarriages , diviſions , breaches, fallings off 
from holy Ordinances of God, have along this time of remprarion, ( eſpe- 
cially im the beginning of ir )been found in ſome of our Cburches 3 and ns 
wonder, if whas hath been faid be fully conſidered : Many reaſons might 
farther be given hereof, that would be a ſufficiear Apology , without che 
helpof a retortion upon other Churches/ that promiſed themſelves peace} 
how thar more deſtroying ruptures have beſallen chem,avod that is a wider 
fphere and compaſſe; which though ic ſhould nor juſti y us, yer may feive 
to ſtop others mouths. 
Let Rome glory of the peace iv, and obedience of her childre.againſt the 
Reformed Churches for their diviſions thar occurred ( eſpecially in che firlt 
rearing of them ) whileſi we all know rhe cauſes of their dull and ſtupid 
peace to have been carnal jgtereſts , werldly curreſpondencies , and coaliti- 
ons ſtrengthened by gratifications of all ſorrs of men by thar Religion , the 
principles of blind Devorion, Traditional Faich, Eccleſiaſtical Tyr.n1y , by 
whizh ſhe keeps her children in bondage to chis day. We are allo cert-in, 
that the very ſame prejudice that from hence rhey would caſt upon the Re- 
formed (if they were juſt)do lye as fully againſt thofe pure Churches raiſed 
" bp by the Xpoſtles themſelves in thoſe | 9 : for as we have beard of 


#hci1 patience , (uffertags, conlolatious, and the tranſcending gi-ts poured 
our, 
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on, and'graces ſhining in chem , fo we have heard complaints of their divi” 
frons roo, ofthe forſalings of their Aſſemblies , as the cuſtome or manner of 
SOME was (which later were in char reſpe& fefones de fe; and needed no 
other delivering up fo Satan as their puniſhment, then whar they executed 
Heb. 10. upon themſclves. } We rcad of the ſhipwrach of Faith and a good Conſcience, 
22. and overthrowing of the faith of SOME; and till bur of ſome, not all , nur 
rhe moſt : which is one piece of an Apologie the Apoſtle again aud again in- 
ſerts ro future ages, and through mercy we have the ſame to make. 

And truly we rake the cofindence profeſſedly to ſay,thar thefe,centations 
common to the pureſt Char ches of Saints ſeperated from the mixture of the 
world, though they grieve us (for who is offended , and we burnt not * yer 
they do not ar all ſtumble us, as to therruth of our way, had they been ma- 
ny more : We ſay it again, theſe ſtumble us no more (as to rhart point )chen 
ir doth offend us againſt the power of Religion it ſelf, ro have ſeen, and ro 
ſee daily in particular perſons caled our and ſeparated fromthe world by an 
effe&uall work of converſion, that they for a while do ſuffer under diſquier- 
ments, vexations turmoils, unſertlemenrs of ſpirir,thart they are rofſed with 
rempeſts and herrid remprations , ſuch as they had nor in their former c- 
fare, whileſt they walked according to the courſe of this world: For Peter 
hath ſufficiently inſtrufted us whoſe buſiceſle it is ro raife ſuch ſtorms,eyen 
che Devill's ; and alſo whoſe deſign iris, that after they have ſuffered 2 
while, thereby they ſhall be ſettled, perfefed, ſtabliſhed, thar have ſo ſuffer- 
ed, even the God of all Grace. And look what courſe of diſpenſation God 
holds to Saints perſonally, he dorh the like ro bodies of Saints in Churches , 
and the Devil the ſame for his part roo : And that conſolatory Maxime of 
the Apoſt'e, God ſhall tread down Satan under your feet ſhgrt'ly, which Paul 
utrereth concerning the Church of Rome, ſhews how borh God and Satan 
Have this very hand therein ; for he ſpeaks that very thing in reference unto 
their diviſions, as the coherence clearly manifeſts; and ſo you have both de- 

' figns expreſt at once. 

Yea, we are not a little induced to think,that the diviſions, breaches,ggc. 
of thoſe primitive Churches wonld not have been ſo frequent among the 
people themſelves, and nor the Elders only , had not the freedome, liber- 
ries and rights gf the Members (* the Brethren, we mean )} been ſtated and 
exerciſed in thoſe Churches, rhe ſame which we maintain and contend for 
ro be in ours. | 

Yea ( which perhaps may ſeem more ſtrange to many ) had not thoſe 
Chrxches been conſticured of Members inlightned furcher then wich noti- 
onall and traditionall knowledge, by a new aud more powerfull light of 

the Holy Ghoft, wherein they had been yur of >-tomeah of the holy Ghoſt, and 
the heavenly gift, and their hearts had taſted the good Word of God, and the 
Powers of the werld to come, and of ſuch Members at loweft, there had noc 
fallen out thoſe kinds of diviſions among them. wha : 

For experier ce hath ſhewn,that the common ſort of meer Defrinall Pre- 
feſſhurs (* ſuch as the moſt are now a dayes_) whoſe higheſt cleration is but 
freedome from morall ſcandall joyned with devotion to Chriſt through meer 
educatien,ſuch xs in many Tirks is fonud rowards Mahomet,that theſe find. 
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ing and feeling themſelves nor much concerned in the ave part of Religi- 
on, ſo they may have the honour (* eſpecially upon a Reformation of a new 
Refigement _) that themſelves are approved Members, admitted to the 
Lords Snpper,and their children to the Ordinance of Baptiſme,they regard 
not other matters ( as Gallio did nor ) but do cafily and readily give up 
themſelves unto their Guides, being like dead fiſhes carried with the com- 

mon ſtream ; whereas thoſe that have a further renewed light by a work 
of the holy Ghoſt, wherker ſaving or temporary, are upon the quite contrary 
grounds apt to be bnfie abour,and inquiſntive iaro, what they are ro receive 
and praiſe ,+or wherein their conſciences are profeſſedly concerned and 

involved: And thereupon they cake the freedeme to examine and try the ſpi- 

rits, whether of God or no : And from hence are more apt to diflatisfattion , 

and from thence to run iaro diviſion, and many of ſuch proving to be in» 

lighrned but with a temporary, nor ſaving Faith ( who have ſuch a work 

of the Spiric upon them, and profeſſion in them, as will and doth approve 
it ſelf ro rhe judgement of Saints, and ought to be ſo judged, unrill they be 
otherwiſe diſcovered ) Who ar longrun, prove hypocrites through indul- 

gence unto luſts, and then our of their luſ's perſiſt ro hold up theſe diviſi- 

ons unto breach of, or deparrings from Churches, and the Ordinances of 
God, and God is even with them for ir, they waxing worſe and worſe , decei- 

ving and being deceived; and even many of thoſe char are ſincere, through 

a mixcure of darknefſle and erroneouſnelſs in their judgements, are for a ſca- 

ſon apt our of conſcience #0 be led away with the errour of others, which lie 

in wait to deceive. 

Inſomuch as the Apoſtle apon the example of thoſe firſt times, foreſee- 
ing alſp tie like events in tollowing generations upon the like cauſes, 
hath been bold to ſer this down as a ruled Caſe, that likewiſe in other 
Churches ſo conſtirured and de fafo empriviledged as thar of the Church 
of Corinth was ( which fingle Chureh, in the ſacred Records about it, is the 
compleateſt Mirrour of Church-Conſtirution, Order and Government, and 
events rhereupon enſuing,, of any one Church whatever that we have ſtory 
of ) his Maximis, There muſt be alſo diviſions amongſt you ; he ferly inſerrs 
an|ALSO\inthecaſe, as chat which had been in his own obſervation , 
and that which would be Bet +: xv:u the fate of other Churches like there- 
unto, ſo prepheſieth he : And he ſpeaks this as peremprorily as hE doth clſe- 
where in that other, We muſt through many tribulations enter mto the Kingdome 
of Heaven; Yea, and that all that will live godly in Chrift Feſus , ſhall ſuffer 
perſecution, There is a [ MUST | upon both a like, and we blefſe God, 
chat we have run through both , and do ſay, and we ſay no more; That as 
1t was then , ſo it is now, in toth reſpetts. 

"However. ſuch hath been the powerfull hand of Gods Providence in theſe, 
which have been the worſi of ourTryals, That out of an approved experience 
and obſervation ofthe iſſue, we are able to adde that othcr part of the A- 
Poſtles Prediion., That therefore ſuch rents muſt be, that they which are ap- 
proved may be made manifeſt among you 5; which holy iſſue God (as having 
aimed at ir therein) dorh frequently and certainly bringabout in Churches, - 


as he doth bring upon them char other fare of divifion. Let them — 
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jook antoir, that are the Authours of ſuch diſturbances,as the Apoſile warii- 
eth, Gal. 5. 10. The experim:nt is this, Thar we have ſeen, and do daily ſee 
that mulrirudes of holy and precious ſouls, and (in th: holy Ghoſts word) 
approved Saints, have been, and are the more ronred and grounded by 
means of theſe ſhakings, and do continue to cleave the faſter ro Chriſt , and 
the purity of his Ordinances.,and value them the more by this coſt God harh 
pur them to for the enjoyring of them, who having been planted in the Houſe 
of the Lord, bave fleuriſhed in the Courts of our God , irv theſe evil times, ro 

ew that the Lord is upright. And this experimented event from out of 
ſuch diviſions , hath more confirmed us, and isa lowder Apologie for us , 
then all rhat our oppoſites are able from our breaches ro alleadge to 
prejudice us. 

Wewill adde a few words for concluſion, and give a more particular ac- 
count of this our DECLAR ATION. In drawing fip this Confeſſion of Faith, 
we have had before us the Articles of Religion, approved and paſled by 
both Houſes of Parliament , afcer advice had with an Aſſembly of Djvines , 
called rogether by rhem for that purpoſe. To which Confeſſion, for che 
ſubſtance of ir , we fully aſſent, as do our Brethren of New-England, and 
the Churches alſo of Scotland,as each in their general Synods have teſtified. 

A few thi!gs we have added for obwating ſome erroneous opinions,thar 
have been more broadly and boldly here of lare maintained by the Afer- 
rers , then in former times 3- and made other additions and alterations in 
method here and there, and ſome clcarer explanations, as we found occa- 
fion. 

We have endeavoured rhroughour, tro hold co ſuch Truths in this our 
Confeſſion, as are more properly termed matters of Faith; and what is of 
Churech- erder, we diſpoſe in certain Propoyfitions by it ſelf. To rhis courſe 
we are led by the Example of the Honourable Houſes of Parliament, obſer- 
ving what was cſtabliſh:d,and _ omitred by them in thar Confeſsion che 
Aſlembly preſented to them. Who thought ir not convenient ro have mat- 
rers of Diſcipline and Church- Government pur into a Confeſcion of Faith,cefpe- 

cially ſuch particulars thereof, as then were, and ſtill are contreverted and 
under diſpure by men Orthodox and ſound in Faith. The 3o. cap. there- 
fore of that Confeſlion, as it was preſented to them by the Aſſembly, which 
is of Church-Cenſures, their Uſe, Kindes, and in whom placed: As alſo cap. 
31. of Synods and Counſels, by whom to be called, of what force in their de- 
crees and determinations. And the 4. paragr. of the 20. cap. which deter- 
mines what opinrons and prattiſes difturb the peace of the Church, and how 
ſuch diſturbers ought to be proceeded againſt by the Cenſyres of the Church , 
and puniſhed by rhe Civill Maziſtrate. Alſo a great ns. of the 24. cap. of 
Marriage and Divorce. Theſe were ſuch doubttull afſerrions, aud ſo unſu- 
table ro a Confeſſion of Faith, as the Honourable Houſes intheir great Wiſ- 
dome thought fit ro lay them aſide: There being nothing that rends more 
te-kcighren diſlentings among Brethren, then ro determine and adopt the 
matter of their difference , under ſo high a title, as ro be an Article of our 
Faith : So that there are two whole Chapters , and ſome Paragraphs in o- 
cher Chaprers in their Confeſſion, that we have upon this account omirred; 


and. 
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and the rather do we givethis gotice,becauſc that Copy of the Pactiameoves, 
followed by us, is ia few mens hands the other as ir came from che Afſem- 
bly, being approved ofin Scetland,was printed and haſteucd iaco ch= workd 
before the Parliament had declared theic Refolucions about itz which was 
not till Fare 20. 1548. aud yet hath been , and continueth ro be the Copy 
( ordinarily ) only fold, printed and reprinted tor theſc eleven years. 

Aftcr the 19. cap. of the Law, we have added a cap. of the Goſpe!, it being 
a Title that may nor well be omitted in a Confeſſion of Faith; In which 
Chaprcr, what is diſperſed, and by intimation in the Aſſemblics Confetlion 
with ſore little addition, is here brought rogethcr , and more fully under 
one head. 

That there are not Scriptures annex ed as in ſome Conſeſlions, ( though 
ia giveFs others its ctherwiſe ) we give the ſame account as did the Reve- 
rexd Aſſem! ly in the ſame caſe ; which was this; The Confeſsion being large, 
and ſo framed, as to meet withthe common errours, if the Scriptures ſhould 
have been alledged with any clearneſſe, and by ſhewing where the ſtrength of the 
proof lieth, it would have required a volume. 

we (ay further, ic being cur utmoſt end in this{ as it is indeed of a Con- 

' feſsion )humbly to give an account whar we hold and aflerr in thefe mat- 
ers that cthers, eſpecmlly the Churches of Chriſt may judge of us accor- 
dingly. This we aimed at, and nor ſo much to inflruet others, or convince 
gainlayers. Theſe are che proper works of other inſticucions of Chriſt, and 
are to be done in the ſtrengrh of c xpreſſe Scripture. A Confeſcion is an Or- 
dinauce of another nature. 


Avg. 
1647- 


Seſſion. 
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What we have laid down and aſſerted about CHURCHES and their Go-: 


vernment, we humbly conceive to be the Order which Chriſt himſelf hatch 
appointed to be obſerved, we have endeavoured to follow Scriprure-light 3 
and dhcſe alſothat went before us according to that Rule, defirous of near- 
eſt unſformiry with reforming Churches, as with our Brethren in New En- 
land, ſo with others, char differ from them and vs. | 
The Mddels and Platforms of this ſubje& laid down by learned men,and 
. praiſed by Churches, arc various. We do got judge ir brotherly, or grate- 
full , to inſiſt upon compariſons as ſome have done; bur rhis experience 
reacherh, That the variety, and poſſibly che diſputes and emulationsarifing 
rhence, have much ſtrengthened, if nor fixed, this uahappy perſwaſion in 
the minds of fome learned and good men, namely, That there is no ſettled 
order laid down in Scripture ; but its left ro rhe prudence cf che Chriſtian 
Magiſtrate,to compoſe or make choice of ſucha Form as is moſt ſurable and 
conſiſtent with their Civil Government. Where this opinion is enter- 
rained in the perſwaſion of Governours , there Churches aſſerting their 
Power and Order,ro ebc ju-e divino, and the appointment cf Teſus Chriſt, 
can have no better nor more honourable enter rainment,then a Toleration 
or Perniſſion. 
Yer herein there is this re:narkable advantage to all parties that differ , 
about whar in Goverumenr is of Chriſts appointment z is that ſuch Magi- 
ſtrates have a fav greater latitude in _—_ $ to tolcrate and _ the 
2 eve- 
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ſcverall forms af each fo bound up in their waſion , then they have ro 
ſubmit unto what the Magiſtrate ſhall impoſe : And thereupon the Magji- 
ftrace exerciſing an indulgency and forbearance,, with prote&ion and en- 
couragement ro the people of God , ſo differing from him , and amongſt 
themſclves : Duth therein diſtharge as great a fairhfulnefe ro Chriſt , and 
love to his people,as can any way be ſuppoſed and expetted from any 
Chriſtian Magiſtrace, of what perſwaſion foever he is. And where this cle- 
mency from Governours is ſhewed toany ſort of perſons or Churches of 
Chriſt upon ſuch a principle, ic will ia <quiry produce rhis juſt eff-&, Thar 
all fo char differ from him, amongſt rhemfelves , ſtanding in equal & Jlike 
difference from the principle of ſuch a Magiſtrate, he is equally free to give 
alike liberty ro them, one as well asche other. 

This faithfulneſs in our Governors we do with thankfulnefs ro God 
Acknowledg, and to their everlaſtrng honor, which appeared much in the 
late Reformation, The Hierarchie, Common prayer-book , an1 all other 
rhings grievous ro Gods people, being removed, they made Choice of an 
aſſembly of learned men, toadviſe what Government and Order is meer 
to be eſtabliſhed in rhe room of theſe things ; and becauſe it was knuwn 
rhere were different opinions (* as alwaies hath been among Godly men_J) 
a50ut. formes of Church-Government, there was by the Ordinance firſt 
{nr forth ro call an Afſembly,nor ouly a choice made of perſons of ſeverall 
perſwafions to fit as Members there, bur libercy given, to a leſſer number, 
xf diflentig to report cheir Judgments and Reaſons, as well and as freely as 
the major part. | 

Hereupos the Honourable Houſe of Commons ( an Indulgence we hope 
will never be forgorren_) finding by papers recei 


) ved from them, that the 
Members of rhe Aſſembly were norlike ro compoſe differences amongſt 
themſelves.ſo as to joyn in the fame Role for Church-Government, did or- 


der as followerth * That a Committeeof Lords and Con:mons, &c. dy tabe in- 
ro conſideration the differences of the Opinions in the Aſſembly of Divines in 
point of Church- Government , and to endeavor a union if it be poſcible ; and in 
caſe that cannot be done, to enteavoy the ſimding out ſome way, how far tender 


conſciences, who cannot in all things ſubmit to the ſame Rule which ſhall be 
eftabliſhed, may be born with according to the Word, and as may fend £ the 
publique peace. 


By all which uc xs evident the Parliament Purpoſed not to eſtablith th 
Rule of Church-Government with ſuch rigor, as might _—_ —_ and 
bear with a pradtife differeur from whar they had eſtabliſhed : In perſons 
and Churches diffe:enr p'inciples,, if occafion were. 


. . And this Chriſtian 
clemency and indulgence in our Gevernours $ hath been the foundation of 


that Freedome and Liberty , in the managing of Church-affai hich 
Brethren ,as well as WE, thar differ from them , do now wy = —_ 
years enjoined. 


Ord1- . The Honourable Houſes by ſeverall Ordinances of Parliament afrer much 
Nance 0! confulcation, having ſettled Rules for Chureh-Government , and ſuch an 
_ 14 Eccleftaſtical Order as they judged would beſt joint with the Laws and Go- 
h045. w:rnvent of the Kingdome , did publiſh them , requiring the practiſe hereof 


throvgh- 
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throughonr the Nation 3 and in particular, by rhe Miniiters of rhe Province 
of London. Bur (upon the former reaſon or the like charitable confidera- 
tion) theſe Rules were not impoſed by them under any FENALTT or ri- 
gorous inforements rhough frequently urged thereunto by ſome. 

Our reverend Brethren of the Province of Londen , having conſidered of 
theſe Ordinances, and the Chareh-Goveramenr laid down in them , decla- 
red rheir opinions to be , That their is a compleat rule in thoſe Ordinances 3 
alſo, that there are many neceſſary things not yet eftabliſhed , and ſome things 
wherein their conſciences are not ſo fully ſalisfied. Theſe Brethren in the ſame Confide- 
paper, have publiſhed alſo their joint Reſolution to praiſe in all things ac. *<*10n5 
cording to the rule of the Word , and according to theſe Ordinances , ſo far as and Cau- 
they conceive them correſpon&1o it, and in ſo doing they truſt they ſhall not grive 1905 _ 
the ſpirit of the truly godly, nr give any juſt occaſion to them that are contrary from Si-. 
minded, to blame their proceedings. on Coll. 

Wwe humbly conceive ( that WE being diſſatisfied in theſe things as our 
Brethren / the like liberry was intended by rhe henourable houſes, and 
raay be taken by us of the Congregational way ( without blame or grief to 
the ſpirits of thoſe Brethren at leaſt) ro reſolve, or rather to conrince in the 
fame reſolution and praftiſeen theſe marrers , which indeed were our pra- 
=_ in rimes of greateſt oppoſition , and before this reformation was 

8. 
And as onr Brethren the Minifters of London,drew up and publiſhe4 rheir 
opinions and apprebenſions abour Church-Govetnment inco an intiie Syſtem; 
ſo we now give the like pubiick account of our conſciences, and the rules 
by which we have conſtantly pra&iſed hitherto ; which we have here 
drawn up, and do preſent. Whereby ir will appear how much, or how 
lirtle we differ in theſe things from our Presbyrerian Brethren. 

And we ruſt there is no juſt cauſe why any man, either from our diff:- 
ring from the preſent ſerttemenr, it being our of conſgience, and nor our of 
contempt, or obr differences one from anocher , btidg not wilfull, ſhould 
charge cirher of us with that odious reproach of Schiſm, And indeed, ifnor 
for our differing from the State-ſertlement , much leſſe becaufe we differ 
from our Brethren our differences being in ſome leſſer things, and circum-. 
ſtances only, as themſelves acknowledge. And let it be further conſidered, 
that we have not broken from them or their Order by thete differences 
(bur rather they from us ) and in that reſpe& we lefle deſerve. their cen- 
ſurez our pra&tiſe being nu orher then whar it was in our breaking from 
Epiſcopacy,and long before Presbyrery, or any ſuch iorm as now they are 
in, was taken up by them; and we will nor ſay how probableir is thar the 
yoke of Epiſcopacy had beeu upon our neck to this day , if fome ſuch way 
(as formerly , and now is, and harh been rermed Schnſm J) had nor with 
much ſuffering bin then praiſed and fince continued in. 

For Nove/ty, wherewirh 1i«ewiſe both charged by the. enemies cf 
borh, it is true, in reſpe& of the p:1blick and open profeſlion, either of Pre(- 
bytery or Independency, this Nation harh been a ſtranger to each way, it's 
poſlible ever fince ir hath been Chriſtian 3 though for our ſclves we are 
able to trace rhe foorſteps of an Independent Congregational way in the an- 

B 3 cient eſt 
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Porita- cienteſt cuſtoms of the Churches,as alſo.in the wricings of our ſoundeſt Pro- 
niſm. reſtant divines, and (that which we are much ſatisfied in) a full* coucur- 
Ang, by rence throughcour in all the ſubſtantial parts of Church-Goveramenr, with 
Dr. Aims our Reverend Brethren rhe old Puritan non-Conformiſts , who being inſtant 
near 50. jqn prayer and much ſufferings, prevailed with the Lord , and wereap with 
years joy, what they ſowed in tears. Our Brethren alſo thar are for Presbyterial 
ſince, as ſghordinations, profeſſe what is of weight againſt Novelty for their way. 
the opini= And now therefore ſeeing the Lord, in whoſe hand is the heart of Prin- 
ons of ces, hath put into the heares-of qur Governours to tolerate and permir (as 
White- they have done many years) perſons of cach perſwaſion, to enjoy their 
head, Cc. nſciences, though neirher come up to the Rale eftabliſhed by Authority . 
Gilbe, And that which is more, to give us both proreRion , and the ſame encou- 
Fox,Dca- ragement, that the moſt devored Conformiſts in thoſe former fuperſtitious 
ring, rimes enjoyed, yea, and by a publick Law to cſtabl.ſh this liberty for time 
Green- to.come, and yer further, in the migſt of our fears , to ſer over us a Prince 
ham, ghar owns this eitabliſhmenr, & cordially reſolves to ſecure our Churches in 
Cart- the enjoyment of theſe Liberties, if we abuſe them not to the diſturbance 
wright, of the Civill Peace. | 
Vennes, This ſhould be a very great engagement upon the hearts of all, though of 
Fulk, different perſwaſions, to endeavour our urmoſt, jointly ro promove the ho- 
W hita- nour and proſperity of ſuch a Government and Governours by whatſoever 
ker, means, which in our Callings as Miniſters of the Goſpel, and as Churches 
Rainold, of Teſus Chriſt the Prince of peace , we are any way able to asalſo ro be 
Perkins, peaceably diſpoſed one towards another , and with muuall toleration to 
CC. love as brethren, notwithRanding ſuch differences, remembring, as its very 
equall we ſhould. rhe differences that are between Presbyterjans and Inde- 
pendents, being differences berween fellow ſervants, and neither of them 
. having authority given from God or man, to impoſe their opinjons , one 
' more then the other. That our Governours after ſo ſolemn an eſtablifh- 
ment, ſhould thus bear with us both, in our greater differences from rheir 
'Rule, and aſter this, for any of us to take a fellow ſervant by the throat , up- 
an the account of a lefler reckoning,,and nothing due to bim upon it: is to 
orger, ar leaſt not to exerciſe, that compallion and tenderneſſe we have 
found, where we had lefle ground to challenge or expe it. 
Our Prayer unto God is. That whereto we have already attained, we all 
may walk by the ſame rule, and that wherein we are otherwiſe minded, God 
would reveal it to us in his due time, 


Ma 
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CHAP.TI. « 
Of the holy Scripture. 

Lthough the Light of Nature,and the Works of 

= Creation and Providence doe fo far manifeſt 

z2& the Goodneſs, Wiſdom and Power of God , as 
to leave men unexcuſable; yet are they nor 
ſuthcient to give that knowledge of God and 

| of his Will,which is neceſſary unto falvation : 

Therefore it pleaſed the Lord at ſundry times , and in'divers 

manners to reveal himfelf , and to declare that his Will unto 

his Church ; 'and afterwards for the better preſerving and pro- 
pagating of the truth , and for the more ſure eſtabliſhment and 
comfort of the Church againſt the corruption of the fleſh , and 
the malice of Satan and of the world,;to commit the ſame whol- 
ly unto writing : which maketh the holy Scripture to be moſt 
neceſſary ; thoſe former wayes of Gods revealing his Will un- 
to his people, being now ceaſed. 
| TP ) 

Under the name of holy Scripture, or the Word of God 
written, are now conteined all the Books of the Old and New 
Teſtament ; which are theſe : 

wo Of the Old Teſtament, 

Geneſis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Jothua , 
Judges, Ruth, 1Samue], 2 Samuel, 1Kings, 2 Kings, 1 Chro- 
nicles, 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah ; Eſther, Job, Pſalms, 
Proverbs, Eccleſiaſtes, The Song of Songs, Iſaiah, Jeremiah, 
Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hoſea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 
Jonah, Micah, Nakum, Habakkuk, Zephamiah, Haggi,Zecha- 


riah, Malachi. 


Of the New Teſtament, 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, The Ads of the A poſtles, Pauls 


Epiſtle to the Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Gala- 
C thang 


— 
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IX" 


(2) 
tians, Epheſians, Philippians, Coloflians, 1 Theffalonians , 
2 Theſſalonians, 1 To Timothy, 2 To Timothy, To Titus , 
To Philemon, The Epiſtle to the Hebrews, The _ of 
James, The fiſt and (ccand Epiſtles of Rerer , The brit , fe- 
cond and third Epiſtles of Jolm, The Eputtle of Jude ,.-The 
Revelation. © | : 


All which are oiven by the inſpiration of God to be the Rule 
of Faith and Life. 
ITI. 


The Books commonly ealled Apocrypha , not being of Di- 
vine inſpiration , are no part of the Canon of the Seriprure3 
and therefoxe are of no authority in the Church of Gad ;. nor 
te be any otherwiſe approved or made uſe of , then other hu- 
mane writings. "SEAN 


FR EEEEDY IF 

The Authority of the holy Scripture, for whiek-ic ought to 

be believed and obeyed, dependeth not upon the Teſtimony of 

any. man or Church ; but wholly upon God C who is Truth it 

felf ) the Author thereof ; and therefore it is to be received , 
becauſeit is the Word of God. | 


We may be moved and' E 2p by the Teſtimony of the 
Church, to an bigh and reverent eſteem of the holy Scripture. 
And the heavenlinefie of the Matter , the efficacy of the Do- 
&rine, the majeſty of the Style , the conſent of all the parts » 
the __ of the whole, { whichis, to give all glory to God )) 
the fall diſcovery it makes ofthe onely way of Mans Salvation, 
the many other incomparable excellencies, and the intire per- 
fetion thereof, are Arguments whereby it doth abundantly 
evidence it felf to be the Word of God ; Yet notwithſtanding, 
our full perſwakog and afſurance of the infallible Truth and 
Divine Authority thereof, is from the inward work of the ho- 


ly Spirit , bearing witnefſe by and with the Word in our 
hearts. 
VI. 


The whole Counſel of God concerning all things neceſſary 
for his own Glory, mans Salvation, Faith and Life , is either 
expreſ]y ſet down in Scriptnre, or by good and neceſſary con- 
ſequence may be deduced from Scripture; unto which no- 
thing at any time is to be added, Kr wi by new Revelations 

O 


pi pp << ©» 2 ww 


of the Spirit, or Tradition of men. Neverthelefſe we acknow- 
ledge the iwward illumination of che Spiric of God to be nc- 
_— for the ſaving underſtanding of fuch things as are re= 
vealed in the Word : And that there are ſome circumſtances 
conccruing the Worſhip of God,& Government of the Church, 
common to humane attions and Societies, which are to be or- 
dered by the Light of Nature and Chriſtian prudence, accord= 
ing to the general Rules of the Word, which are alwaiesto be 
obſerved. | 
V1I 

All things in Scripture are not alike plain in themſelves, nor 
alike clear unto all: yer thoſe things which are neceffary to 
be known, beheved and obſerved for Salvation, are fo clearly 
propounded anc opened in ſome place of Scripture or other, 
that not onely the learned, but the unlearned,, in adue uſe of 
the ordinary means, may attain unto a ſufficient underſtand- 
ing of them. = 


The Old Teſtament inHebrew (which was the Native Lan- 
guape of the people of God of old.) and the new Teſtament in 
Greek (which at the time of wricing of it was moſt generally 
known to the Nations ) being immediately inſpired by God , 
and by his fingular care and providence kept pure in all Ages, 
are therefore. Authentical ; fo as.in all Controverſies of Reli- 
gon the Church is finally to appeal unto:them. Bur becauſe 
cheſeOriginal Tonguesare not known to all the people of God, 
who have right untoan intereſt in the Scriptures, and are com-" 
manded-in the fear of God to read and ſearch them ; therefore 
they are to be tranſlated into the vulgar language of every 
Nation unto which they come, that the Word of God dwelling 
plentifully'in all,they may worſhip him in an acceptable man- 
ner, and through patience and comfort of the Scriptures may 
have hope. 

| I'% | 

The infallible Rule of Interprecatiow of Soripture , is the 
Scripture it elf; And therefore when there is @ queſtion a» 
bout che true and full fenſe of any. Scripture ( which is not 
manifold, but one _) it mult be ſearched and known by other 


| that ſpeak more clearly. 
Places, hat Ip F ET or 


(4) 
X. 

The Supreme Judge.by which all controverſies of Religi- 
on -areto/bederermined; and all Decrees of Councels, Opini- 
ens of ancient Writers, Do&rines of men and private Spirits , 
are to bFexamined, and in whoſe Sentence we are to reſt, can 


be ng otter ; bur the holy cow on delivered by the Spirit z 
into which Scripture ſo delivered,our Faith ts finally refolved. 


CHAP. Il. 
Of God and of the holy Trinty. - 
_— is but one onely living and true God ; whois infi- 
nite in Being and Perfe&tion, a moſt pure Spirit, inviſible, 
without body, parts, or paſſions, immutable, immenſe , eter- 
nal], incomprehenfible, almighty, moſt wife , moſt holy, moſt 
free, moſt abſolute, working all things according to the Coun- 
{:] of his own immutable and moſt righteous Will, for his own 
Glory, moſt loving, gracious, mercifull, long-ſuffering, abun-- 
dant in goodneflc and truth, forgiving iniquity, tranſgrefſion 
and ſin, the rewarder of them that diligently feek him ; and 
withall, moſt juſt and terrible in his Judgements , hating all 
fin, and who will by no means clear the guilty. 

I. 56s | 
God hath all Life, Glory,Goodneſle,Bleffedneſle,in, and of 
himſelf; andis alone, in; and unto himſelf, All-Cuticient, not 
{fandingm need of any Creatures, which he hath made , nor 
deriving any glory from them, but onely manifeſting his own. 
glory in, by, unto, and upon them . He is the alone Fountain 
of all Being,.of whom, through whonn , and to whom are all 
things ; and hath moſt Sovereign dominion over them, to-do: 
by them, for them,.or upon them-wharſoever himſelf pleaſeth.: 
In his fight all things are open and-manifeſt, bis Knowledge js 
inhinice, infallible, and independent upon the creature , fo as 
nothing 1s to him contingent or uncertain : He is moſt holy in 
all his Counſels, in all his Works, and in all his Commands. 
To hiny.is due from Angels and Men,and every other Creature, 
whatſoever Worſhip, Service or Obedience; as Creatures,they 
owe unto the Creator , and:whatever he isfurther pleaſed to 

require of them. 

ITT. 

- In: the Unity of the God»hcad there be three Perſons, cf 
| one. 


” wo 


05) 
one Subſtance, Power, and Eternity, God the Father,God the 
Son, and God the. holy Ghoſt : The. Father is of none,neither 
begotten , nor -proceedirig ; The Son is eternally begotten. 
of the Father ; . The holy Ghoſt eternally proceeding from the. 
Father and the Son.Which Dodrine of the Trinity is the foun- 
dation of all our Communion with God , and comfortable 
Dependance upon him. | 


CHAP. ITI. 
Of Gods eternall Decree. 
Ca from all eternicy di4by the moſt wiſe and holy Coun- 
ſel of his own Will, freely and unchangeably ordain 

whatloever comes to paſs: Yet fo as; thereby neither is God 
the Authour of fin ,.nor is violence offered to the will of the 
_Creatures, nor is the liberty or contingency of ſecond Cauſes 
taken away, but rather eſtabliſhed, : 

| I. | | 

Although God knows whatſoever may or can come to pats 
uponall ſuppoſed Conditions , yet hath he not decreed any 
thing , becaule he foreſaw it as future, or as that which would 
come to paſs upon ſuch Conditions. | Fo 
| III. 

By the Decree of God for the manifeſtation of his Glory , 
ſome Men and Angels are predeſtinated unto everlaſting Lite , . 
and others fore-ordained to everlaſting Death. 


Theſe Angels and Men thus predeſtinated,and foreordained, 
are particularly and unchangeably detigned, and theix number 
is ſo certain and definite , that it cannot be either increaſed or 
diminiſhed: :.: .;._ V. 7 | 
{Thoſe of Mankind that are predeſtinated unto Life,God,be- 
fore the foundation of the world was laid , according to his e- 
ternal and immutable parpoſe, and the fecret counſel and good 
pleaſure of his Will , hath choſen in Chriſt unto everlaſting 
Glory, out of his meer free Grace and Love, without any fore 
fight of Faith or gvod Works,or perſeverance in either'of them, 
or any other thing1in the Creature, as Conditions .or Caules 
moving him thereunto,, and all tothe praiſe of his glorious, 


Grace. VI. | 
As God hath appointed the Ele& unto Glory , ſo hath he by 
| | GC 3 thc 
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(6) 
the eternal and moſt free purpoſe of his Will foreordained all 
the means thereunto : Wherefore they who are ele&ed, being 
faln in Adam, are redeemed by Chriſt, are effe&ually called 
unto Faith in Chriſt by his Spirit working indue ſeaſon,are ju- 
ſtifed, adopred, ſanified and kept by his power, through 
Faith, unto ſaluation. Neither are any other redeemed by 
Chriſt, or effe&ual)ly called, juſtified, adopted, ſan&ified, and 
ſaved, but the Ele& onely. Y 
[! 


The reſt of mankind God was pleaſed, according to the un- 
ſearchable Counſel of his own Wall, whereby he extendeth or 
withholdeth mercy, as he pleaſeth , for the glory of his Sove- 
reign power over bis Creaturcs, to paſſe by and to ordain them 
rodiſh6nor and wrath for their ſm , to the praiſe of his glori- 


ous Juſtice. 
VIII. 


The Dodtrine of this high myſtery of Predeſtination , is to 
be handled with ſpeciall prudence and care, that men attend- 
ing the will of God revealed in his Word, and yielding obedi- 
ence thexcunto, may from the certainty of their effetuall Vo- 
catian, be aſſured of their eternall Ele&ion. So fhall this Do- 
&rine afford matter of praiſe , reverence and admiration of 
God, and of humility , diligence and abundant conſolation to 
all that fincerely obey che Goſpel, 


CHAP. IV. 


Of Creation. 
T pleaſed God the Father, Son and holy Ghoſt, for the ma- 
nifeftation of the glory of his eternall Power , Wiſdome and 
Goodnefle, in the beginning, to create or make of nothing the 
world, and all things therem , whether vilible or invifible, in 
the ſpace of fix daies, and all very good. 
=; * 

After Gol had made all other creatures , he created Man , 
male and-female , with reaſonable and immortal Souls, endu- 
ed with knowledge, righteouſneſs and true holineſs, after his 
own Image, having the Law of God written: in their hearts; 
and power to fulfil it ; and'yet under a poſſibility of cranſgreſ- 
ing, eing left to the liberty of their own Will, which was ſub- 
ject unto change. Beſides this Law wiitten in their hearts,they 

© received 
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(7) 
received a command not'to cat of the Tree of the Knowledge 


of good and evil ; which whiles they kept, they were happy in 
their communion with God, and had dominion over the Crea= 


tures. 

CHAP. V. 

| Of Providence. 
Ce the great Creator of all things , doth uphold, dire& , 
diſpoſe and govern all crcatures, ations and things from 
the greateſt evento the Jeaſt by his moſt wiſe and holy Provi- 
dence, according unto his infallible fore-knowledge , and the 
free and immutable counſel of his own Will, to the praiſe of 
the glory of Wiſdome, Power , "Sou » Gooduefſe and Mercy. 

II. 

Although in relation to the fore-knowledge and decree of 
God, the firſt Cauſe, all things come to paſſe immutably , and 
infallably ; yet by. the ſame Providence he ordereth- them to 
fall out,according to the nature of ſecond Cauſes, either neceſ- 


farily, freely, or gy. 
II 


Godin his ordinary Providence maketh uſe of Means, yet is 

free to work without, above, _ againſt them at his pleaſurs. 
I 'V. > 228 

The almighty Power, unſearchable Wildome, and infinite 
Goodnefſe of God , ſo far manifeſt themſelves in his Provi- 
dence, in that his determinate Counſel extendeth ir felf even 
to the firſt Fall, and all other fins of Angels and —_ and 
that not by a bare permiſſion ) which alſo he moſt wiſely and 
powerfully boundeth, and otherwite ordereth and governeth 
in a man;fold Diſpenſation to his own moſt holy ends; yet 
fo, as the Gnfulneſl: thereof proceedeth only from the Crea- 
ture, and not from God , who being moſt holy and righteous, 
neither is, nor can be the —_ or approver of lin. 


The moſt wiſe, righteous and gracious God doth oftentimes 
leave for a ſeaſon his own childrea to m inifold temptations , 
and the corruption of their own hearts, to chaſtiſe them for 
their former {1ns,or to diſcoverunto them the hidden ftrength 
of corruption , and deceirfulneſſe of their hearts , that they 
may be humbled ; and to raiſe them to a more cloſe and 


conſtant dependance for their ſupport upon himſelf, and » 
- Make 


(B) 
make them more watchfull againſtall' future occaſions of fin , 
and for ſundry other juſt and holy ends. ; 
. > V 


As for thoſe wicked and ungodly meh , whom God as a 
righteons Judge, for former fins, doth blinde and harden , 
from them he not onely withholdeth his grace , whereby they 


might have becn inlightned in their underftandings, and 


wrought upon 1n their hearts ; but ſometimes alſo wichdraws- 
cth the gifts which they had, and expoleth them to ſuch objefts, 
as their corruption makes occaſions of tin.z and withall gives 
them over to their own luſts, the temptations of the world , 
and the power of Satan ; whereby it comes to pals that they 
barden themſelves, even under thoſe means which God nſeth 
for the ſoftning of others. | 
VII. 

As the providence of God doth in generall reach to all 
Creatures, ſo after a moſt ſpeciall manner it taketh care of his 
Church, and diſpoſeth all things ro the good thereof; 


GCGHAPSE.. VI. 
Of the fall of Man, of Sin, and of the Puniſhment thereof. 


Od having made a Covenant of Works and Life, thereup- 
on, with our firſt Parents and all their poſterity in them , 
they being ſeduced by the ſubtilty and temptation of Satan , 
did wiltully tranſgrels the Law of their Creation , and break 
che Covenant in eating the forbidden fruit. 
II. 

By this ſin they, and we in them , fell from originall righte- 
ouſneſs and communion with God, and fo became dead in 
ſin , and wholly defiled in all the faculties and parts of ſoul 
and body. 

IH 


They being the Root, and by Gods appointment ftanding in' 


the room and ſtead of all mankind, the guilt of this {in was im- 
puted, and corrupted nature conveyed to all their poſterity 
deſcending from them by ordinary generation. 


From this Original corruption, whereby we are utterly in- 
diſpoſed, diſabled and made oppoſite to all good, and wholly 
enclined toall cyil, do proeced all AQuall tranſgreſſions. 


V. This 


(9 ) 
This corruption of nature during thi s life, doth remain in thoſe 


doned'and mortified,yet both it ſelf and all the motions there- 
of are traly and properly fin. 


Every (in, both original and aCual, being a tranſgreſſion of 
the righteous Law of God, and contrary thereunto, doth in its 
own nature bring guilt upon the finner, whereby he is bound 
over to the wrath of God, and curſe of the Law, and fo niade 
ſubjeft co death, with all che miſeries ſpiricual, temporal and 


ecernal. * | 
CHAP. VII 
| Of Gods Covenant with Man. - 
He diſtance between God and the Creature is ſo great, 


hiin as their Creator, yet they could never -have attained the 
reward of life, but by ſome voluntary condeſcenſion on Gods 
part, which he hath been pleaſed to exprefle by way of Cove- 
nant. 

” II. 

The f&rft Covenint made with man,was a covenant of Works 
wherein'life was promiſed to Adam, and in him to his pofteriry, 
vpon condition of perfe& _ —_— obedience. "EI 

| | T7 | | 

Man by his @ll having made himſelf uncapible of life by 
that Covenant, the Lord was pleaſed to make a ſecond, com- 
monly called a Covenant of Grace ; wherein he freely offereth 


them faith in hit that they nay be ſaved, atid promiſing to 
[give untoall thoſe that are ordained unto life, his holy Spirit, 
to make them willing and _ believe. 

This Covenant of Grace is frequently ſet forth in the Scrip-. 
ture by the name ofa'Teſtament, in reference to the death 
of Jeſus Chrift the Teftator,anid to the everlafting Inhericance, 
with all things belonging to it, —_ bequeathed. 


Alchough this Covenant hath been differently and variouſly 
adauiniſtred in reſpe& of Ordinances and Inftitutioas 1n _ 


that are regencraced z and although ir be through Chriſt par- 


that although reaſonable creatures do owe obedience unto 


ur.©> ſinners life and ſalvation by Jelus Chriſt, requiring cf 


(10) 
Law, and fince the comming of Chriſt in the ficfh; yet forthe 
ſubſtance and efficacy ofit, to all its ſpiritual and faving cnds, 
it is one and the fame; upon the account of which various 
difpenſations, it is called the Old and New Tellament, 
CHAP. VIII. 
| Of Chrift the Medrator. - 
]! pleaſed God in his eterna] purpalz, to chuſe gnd ordain, 
the Lord eee his only begotten 20n, according to a _ove- 
nagt made between them both, to be the Mediator between 
Gad and man; the Prophet, Prieſt, and King, the Head and 
T2 viour of tis Church, the Heir of all things, and Judge of 
the World ; unto whom be did-from all ecernity give a people 
to be his ſeed, and to be by him in time xedcemed, called, 
juſtiged, ſanRificd, and oute. bh 
I. 
The Son of God, the ſecond perſon in the Trinity, being 
very.and cternal God of one fubRunce, and equal with the 
| Father, did, when the fulneſſe of time was cove, take uyon 
him Vans nature, with all the efſencial properties and commoo 
infirmities thereof, yet without ſuy, being conee*ved by the 
holy Ghoſt in the womb of the Virgin Mary of her ſubſtance: 
So that two whole perfe& and diftin natures, the Godhead 
and che Maabood, weve inſeperably joyned together in own 
Perfon without conver{ion, compoution, or confulion ; which 
Perſon is rery God and very man, yet one Chrift, the only 
Mediator between God and man. 
| T1. Ee. | 
The Lord Jeſus in his Humane nature, thus uniced to the 
Divine in the Perſon of the Son, was ſandified; and anointed 
with the holy Spiric above mcaſure, having in him all the crea- 
ſures of Widome and Knowledge, in whom it pleaſed the Fx 
ther that all goodneſſe ſhould dwel, to the end that being hol 


harmlecſfe, undefiled , and full of Grace and. Tcuth, he might 
bc chroughly furniſhed to execute the Office of a Mediator aiii 


Surety ; which Office he took: not unco himſelf; but was there{ be d 


unto called by his father, Who alſo put all Power and Juds 


the ſame. : III. . 


fam 
ment into his hand, and gave him commandment to execuil _ 


Wa 


This Office. the Lord Jeſus did moſt willingly nudertake ingt 


which that be might diſcharge, he was made under the Lanſe2cn 


| C11) 
ke | and did pefefly fuldl ic, and underwent the puniſhment due 
Js, [2 us,which we ſhould have born and ſuffered, being made fin 
2h. and a curſe for us, enduring moſt gricvous rorments immedi. 
ately from God in his ſoul , and moſt painfull ſufferings in his 
body,was crucified and died, was buried, and remained undes. 
the power of death, yer aw no corruption, on the thizd dayhe 
in, | aroſe from the dead with the ſame body in which he ſuffered, 

? | with which alfo he aſcended inte Heaven, and there ſitteth at 
the right hand of his Father,making interceſſion, and ſhall re- 
nd | furn to Judge men and Angels at the end of the world. 


| The Lord Jeſus by his perfe& obedience and facrifice. of 
ed, himſelf, which he through che eternal Spirit once offered up 

unto God,hath fully ſatisfied the juſtice of God,and purchaſed 
not only reconciliation, but an everlaſting inheritance in the 
ing| Kin lon of Heaven, for all thoſe whom che Father hath gi- 
the| ven bum | | 4 | 


: "8 

oo] Although the work of Redemption was not a&ually wroughe 
thel by Chriſt cill afcer his incarnation ; yet the vertue,efticacy and 
ce :| benefits thereof were communicated to the Ele in all « 
ead| ſuccefuvely from the beginning of the world, and in and- 
»wal thoſe Promiſes, Types and Sacrificeswherein he was revealed 
:rch and Ggnified to be the ſeed of the Woman, which ſhonld bruſe 
n]y| the Serpents head , and the Lamb ſlain from the beginning of 

the World,being yeſterday,and to day,and the ſame forever. 
VI 


 thel Chriſt in the work of Mediation afteth according to both 
accd| Natures,by each nature doing that which is proper to its ſelf ; 
-ea.| yet by reaſon of the unity of the Perſon, that which is proper 
Fa to one Naturegis ſometimes in Scripture attributed to the Pep- 
oly] ſon nominated by the other Nature. ; | 
. 1 V LIL. 

add Tojall chaſe for whom Chriſt hath purchaſed Redempeion, 
\cre] be doth certainly and <ffe&ually apply and communicate the 
adg) fame, making interceſlisn for them, and revealing unto them 
-cu;qi0 and by the Word,the myfteries of ſalvation, effetually per- 
 |fnading them þ» his Spirit tobeheve.and obey , and govern- 
-akeJing their hearts by his Word and Spirit,overcomming all cheir 
enemies by his Aluighty "_ ans. Wiſdom, in ſuch manner 

| 2 and 


(12) | E 
and ways' a3 are moſt couſonaiit to his wonderful and nn- 
{ecarchable diſpenſacion. | 

| CHAP. 1%. 


Of Free-will. 
Od hath endued tlie Will of man with that natural liber- 
UI ty and power of atting upon'choice, that it is neither for- 
ce, nor by any abſolute necelſiry of Nature deterpined to do 
good or evil. os m—— 

Man in his ſlate cf Innocency had freedom and power to 
will and to do that which was gocd and well pleaſiyg to God : 
but yet mutably, ſo char he — xx from it. news 

| - FIL. 

Man by his fall into a ſtate of in,both wholy loft all abilicy 
of will to any (pirttual good accompanying x erg foas a 
natural man COM py averle from that. good;and dead 
in fin, is not able by his own ſtrength to convert himſelf; or to 
prepare himſelt thereunto. * - 

IV. 

When God converts a finner, and tranſlates {im into a tate 
of grace, he freeth him from his natural bondage under ting 
__ by his grace alone nables him freely to will and to do that. 
which 1s ſptricually good ; yer fo, as that by reaſon of his re- 
maining corruption he doth not perfe&tly nor only will that 
which is good, but doth alſo will that which is evil. 

V. : 

The will of man is raade pony and immutably free to 
good alone in the ſtate of Glory ovely | 

CHAP. X. 
Of Effediuel Calling. 
Llchoſe whom God hath predeſtinacet unto life, and thoſe 

& onely, he ispleafed in his appointed and accepted tinie 
etteQtually to call by his Word and Spirit, out of that Rate of 
{in and death by wliich they are by naturezto grace and (al- 
vation by Jckus Chrift, iniightning their minds ſpiritually and 
ſavingly to underſtand the things of God , takirig away their 
heart of ſtone, and giving unto them an heart of fleſh, renew- 
ing their wills nd oy his almighty power determining thenr 
to that which is good, and effetually drawing them to Jeſus 


Chr it ; yet ſo as they come molt freely, being made willing by 
his grace- Il. 


on —_—_ - _—— _ ns: . ſi Ab, _— > 


CEV} 
+ 2 OS _ —_— 
This effe&ual Call is of Gods free and ſpecial grace alone, 


not from any thing at a!l foreſeen in man who 1s altogether 
yu therein, untt] being quickned and renewed by the holy 

pirit he is thereby enabled toranfirer this Call, and to em-- 
brace the grace offered and conveyed in it. 6 

| 111. 

Elc& infants dying in Infancy, are regenerated and ſaved by 
Chriſt, who worketh when, and where, and how he pleaſeth, fo 
alſo are all other ele& perſons who are uneapable of being out- 
wardly called the by Miniſtry of the Word. | 

I'V 


Others not eleGed, akhough they may be called by the Mi- 
niftry of the Word, and may have ſome common operations 
of the Spirit, yet nor being effe&ually drawn by the Father 
they neither do nor can come unto Chriſt, and therefore can< 
not be ſaved ; much le can men not profefſing the Chriſtian 
Religion, be ſaved in any other way whatſoever,be, they never 
ſo diligent to frame their lives according to the Light of Na- 
ture, and the Law of that Religion they do profelſe : and to 
aſſert and maintain that they may , is very pernicious and te 
be deteſted. . | . 

"> CH AP. X 
; "  ®  , Of Faftification 

== whom God effe&ually calkthhe alſo freely jugifieth, 

not by infuſing righteouſnefſe unto them but by pardoning 
their {ins,& byaccounting and accepting their perſons as righ- 
reous,not for any thing wrought in them, or done by them,but 
for Chriſts ſake alone ; nor by imputing Faith it ſelf, the at of 
bclieving, or any other Evangelica -obedience to them, as their 
rightcoulnefſe, bur by imputing Chrifts aftive obedience un- 
to the whole Law, and pallive obrdience in his death for their 
whole and folc righteoulneſſe, they receiving and' reſting on 
him and his righteoufneſſe by Faich; which Faith have they not 
of chemldves, ic is the gift of God. ""m 

Ws. IT, 

Faith thus receiving and reſting on Chriſt,and his righteouſ- 
neſk, is the alone inſtrument of jultificarion 3 Fet it is not alone 
in the perion juſtified, but is ever accompanied whth all other 
faving graces, and is no dead Faith, but worketh by Ley - 


Ht) 


I 1, 

Chriſt by his Obedience and Death did fully diſcharge the 
Debt of all thoſe that are juſtified , and did by the ſacrihce of 
himſelf,in the bload of his Croſs, undergoing 1n their ſtead the 
pcaalcy due unte them,wmake a propergreall,and full fatigfaRi- 
on to Gods Juſtice 1n their behalt ; Yet in as much as he was 
given by the Father for them,and his Obedience and Satisfa- 
ion accepted in their ſtead and both freely, mot for any thing 
in them, their juſti icacion is onely of free grace, that both the 
exat. juſtice and right grace of God might be glorifed in the 


Juſtification of {linners. 
I V. 


God did from all Eternity decree to juſtifie all the Ele&,and 
Chriſt did in the fulneſſe of time die for their firis, and riſe a- 
gain far their. juſtification ; Nevercheleſs,they are not juſtified 
perioually untill che boly Spiric doth in due time atually ap- 
ply Chnit untothem. Y —_ 


God doth continue to forgive the fins of thoſe that are juſti- 
fied ? and although they ean never fall from the eſtate of jaſti- 
fication, yer they may.by their fins fall under Gods fatherly 
diſpleaſure : and in that condition they have nor uſually .the 
light of his Countenanee reſtored into them, until they hum- 
ble, themſelves, confeſſe their (ts, beg pardon, and renew 
their faich and repentance. _ 


The juftification of Believers under the old Teſtament was 
in allchoſc reſpe&s one and the ſame with the juftificacion of 
Believers nnder the new Teſtament. 

CHAP. XII: 
Of Adsption. 

Ab thoſe that are juſtified , God vonchſafeth in and for his 

only; Son Jeſus Chriſt ro. make partakers of the grace of A+ 
doption,by which they are taxen into the number, and enjoy 
the liberties and priviledges of che children of God , have lus 
Name put upon them,receive the Spirit of Adoption, have ac- 
cels0.the Throne of Grace with boldneſſe, are enabled to-ery 
Abba Father, are pitied, protefted, provided for, and chaſte- 
ned by bim as by a father, yet never caſt off, but (caled to the 
day ot Redemption, and inheritthe promites as Heirs of ever- 
lating ſalvation. ' Chap. 


(13) 
CHAP: -XII. N 
Of Sandlification. - —_ | 
TH? that are united to Chriſt, efteually called and rege- 
nerated, having a new heart and a new ſpirit created in 
them, through the vertne of Chriftsdeath and refurreftiwon, 
are alſo further ſanfified really and perſonally through the 
ſame vertue, by his Word and Spirie dwelling in chem; the do- 
'"minjon of the whole b of tin is deſtroyed, and the feveral 
luſts thereof are more and more weakned, and mortified, and 
they more and more quickned, and ſtrengrhned inall ſaving 
graces, to the praQtile of all crue holinefle, without which no 
man ſhall ſce the Lord. 
TI. 


This Saundtification is thronghout in the whole man, yet 
imperfect inthiis life, there abideth ſtill ſome remnants of cor- 
rupiton in every part, whence arifeth a continual and irrecon- 
cileable war, the fleſh Juſting againſt the fpicit, and the fpiric 
againſt the flelh, 

I. 


In which war,akhongh the remaining corruption for a time 
may much prevail,yer through the contmual ſupply offlrength 
from the (anQifying Spirit of Chriſt, the regenerate pare doth 
overcome, and fo the Saints grow #1 grace, perfe&ing holineſs 


in the fear of God. 
CHAP. XIV. 


" Of ſaving Faith. 
T* orace of Faith whereby the Ele& are enabled to believe 
'#® tothe faving of their ſouls, is the work of the Sprrit of 
Chrift ui their bearrs, andis ordinarily wrought by the Mi- 
niſtery of the Word ; by which allo and by che adminiſtrati- 
on of the Seal, Prayer, and other means, it is increaſed and 
firengthned. | | 


By this Faich a Chriſtian believeth to be true whatſoever is 
teveatedt in the Word, for the Authority of God himlelt fpeak» 
ing therein, and attech differently npon that. which cacb par- 
ticular paſſage thereof concaineth, yrokiiag obedience w the 
commands, «trembling at the threatnings, and embracing the 
promiſes of God for this lite and that which is to come. Bur 
the pranciple afiyof fearing Faitly ave, accepuung recavings han 

reſting 


w- 


x (16) 
reſting upon Chriſt alane, for juſtification, ſandtification, and 
eternal life, by vercne of the covenant of Grace. 
R251 21in;:jts A 5 
This faith alchough it be different in degrees, and may 'be 
weak or ftrong, yer it is ia the lenſt degree of it different in the 
kind or nature of it (as is all other ſaving grace) from the 
-Faith and common grace of temporary believers; and therefore 
thoughit: be many times aſſailed and weakened, yet it gets the 
victory, growi up in many to the attainment of a full afu- 
rance through Chriſt, who is both the author and fu;iſher of 
- our Faith. 4 
CHAP. XV. X 
Of Repentance unts life and ſalvation. 
LUchof the Eleft as are converted at 1iper years, having 
ometime lived-in the ſtate of nature, and therein ſerved di- 
vers Juits and pleaſures, God in their etfe&tual calling giveth 
them Repenrance unto lifes : 
: "I 


Whereas there is none that doth good,and finneth riot,and 
the beſt of men may through the power and deceicfulneſſe of 
their: corruptions dwelling in them, with the prevalency of 
I fall inco great ſms and, provocations; God hath 
in the covenant of Grace mercituly provided, that Believers 
ſo ſinningand fa]ling, be renewed through repentance .unto 
Salvation. | OA _” 
. II. . 
* This ſaving Repentance is an Evangelical Grace, whereby 
a-perſon being by the holy Ghoſt nzade ſenhble of the manj- 
- fold evils of his tin, doth by Faith in Chriſt humble hi 
' for. it with godly ſarrow, deteſtation of it, and (elf-eþhorrency 
ying for pardca and ſtrength of Grace, with a purpoſe and 
upplics ofthe Spiric,to walk before God anto all well-plealing 
in all things. 4 S _*—_ 
- AsRepentance is to be.concinyed through the whole courſe 
of our lives, upon'the account of the body of death, and the 
notions thereof ; ſo it is every mans duty to repent of his par- 
- ticular known ſans particularly. 
V 


' Snchisthe proviſion which:God hath made through Chrift 
Oh "TS. Bd 


4 
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inthe covenant of Grace,for the preſervation of Believers unts 
lalvation, that although there is no fin ſo ſma)l, bur it deſerves 
damnation ; yct there isno finſo great that it ſhall bring dam- 
nation on them who truly repent ; which makes the conſtant 
preaching of Repentance neceſiary. 
CHAP. XVI. 
Of good Works. 
Ood works are onely ſuch as God hath commanded in his 
holy Word, and not as ſuch as without the warrant ther e- 
of are diviſed by men out of blind zeal, or ypon any pretence 
of good intentions. | 
Il. | 
Theſe good Works done in obedience to Gods command- 
ments, are the fruits and evidences of a true and lively Faith, 
and by them Believers manifeſt their thankfulneſſe, ſtrengthen 
their aſſurance, edifice their Brethren, adorn the profeſſion of 
the Goſpel, ſtop the mouthes of the adverſaries, and - glorihe 
God, whoſe workmanſhip they are, created in Chrif Jeſus 


thereunto,that baving their fruit unto holineſſe,they may have , 


the end eternal life. 
TIL 


Their ability to do good works is not at all of themfelves,bur 
wholly from the Spirit of Chriſt : and that they may be ena» 
bled thereinto, bejides the graces they have already received, 
. there is required an a&tual influence of the ſame holy Spirit to 
work in them to will and to do, of his-good pleaſure; yet-are 
they not hereupen to grow negligent,as if they were not bound 
to perform any duty, unlefle upon a _ motion of the Spi- 
rit, but they ought to be diligent in ſtirring up the graee of 
God that is in them. 

I V.» 


They who in their obedience attain to the greateſt height 
which is poſſ.ble1n this life,are ſo far trom being ableto ſuper- 
erogate and to do more then God requires, as that they ta/l 


ſhort of much, which 1n duty they are bound to do. 
V 


We cannot by our beſt works merit pardon of fin, or eter- 
nal life at the hand of God, by reaton of the great diſpropor- 
tion that is betweeen them, and the glory to come; «nd the 


infhuice diſtance that py us, and God, whom by them 
| we 


(18) 
we can neither profic, nor ſatisfie for the debt of our former 
fins 3 bur when we Eave done all we can,we have done but onr 
duty, and are unproficable ſervants : and becauſe as they are 
gs proceed from his Spirit, and as tkey are wrou 
y us, they are defied and mixed with fo much weakneſſe and 
> c——— that they cannot endure the ſeverty of Gods 
J —_ VI. 
ct notwithſtanding, the Perfons of Believers being accep» 
ted through Chriſt, good works alfo are accepted in him, not 
ns though they. were in this life wholly unblameable and un- 
reproveable 'n Gods ſight , but that he Jooking-upon them 
in his Son is pleaſed to _— and reward that which is ſin- 


cere, although accompanied with many weakneſſes and imper- 
ſeions. _— 
Il. 


' Works done by nnregenerare men, ukhongh for the matter 
of then they may be things which God comtmands and of good 
uſe both to themſelves and to others; yet becauſe they proceed 
not from a heart purified by Faich, nor are done in a right 
manner,according to the Word,nor to a right end the glory of 
God ; they are therefore {inful, and cannot pleafe God, nor 
make a men meet to receive grate from God ; and yer cheir 
negle& of them is more finful, and diſpleaſing unto God. 

CHAP. XVil. © 
Of the Perſeverance of the Saints. 
Hey whom God hath accepted in his beloved, effeualhy 
called and ſanftitied by his Spiric, can neither cotally nor 
finally fall away from the ſtate of grace, but ſhall certainly 
perſevere therein to the end, and be eternally ſaved. 
I! 


This Perſeverance of the Saints depends not wpon their own 
free-will, but upon the immurability of the Decree of Ele&i- 
on, from the free and unchengeable lave of God the Father, 
upon the efficacy of the merit and interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and unton with him, the Oath of God, the abiding of his Spi-- 
rit, and of the ſeed of God within them, and the nature of the 


Covenant of Grace, from all which ariſeth alſo the certainty 
and infallibiliey thereof. 


FII. 
And though they may throogh che temptation of Satan, = 
| of 


| 
| 
| 
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of che world, the prevalency of corruption remaining in them, 
and che negleX of the means of their preſervation, fall into 

rievous fins, anJ fora tim? continue cherein, whereby they 
iyeurce Gods dilpicaſure, and grieve his holy Spirit, come to 
have their graees and comfores impaired, have their hearts 
hardned, and their conſciences wounded, hurt and ſcandalize 
others, and _ temporal judgments upon themſelves ; yet 
they are and ſhall be kept by the power of God through faith 


unto la] vation. 
CHAP. XVIII. 
Of the Aſſurance of Grace and Salvation. 

A l-bough _—_— believers, aud other unregenerate men 

may vainly deceive themſelves with falſe hopes, and carnal 
preſumptions of _ in the favour of God, and ſtate of fal- 
vation, which hope of theirs ſhall periſh ; yeg ſuch as truely be- 
lieve in the Lord Jeſus,and love him in fincerity,endeavouring 
to walk in all good conſcience before him, may in this life be 
certainly aſſured that they are in the ſtate of Grace, and may 
rejoyce in the hope of the glory of God,which hope ſhall never 
make them aſhamed. : 

E. 

This certainty is nota bare conjeftural and probable per- 
ſwafion, grounded upon a fallible hope, but an infalliable af- 
ſarance of faith, founded on the blood and righteouſnefſe of 
Chriſt, revealed inthe Goſpe), and alſo upon the iaward evi- 
dence of thoſe graces unto which promiſes are made, and on 
the immediate wicneſſe of the Spirit, teſtifying our Adoption, 
and as a fruit thereof, leaving the heart more humble and 
holy. 

I, 

This infallible Aſſurance doth not ſo belong to the effence 
of Faith, but that a true believer may wait long, and confli& 
with many dithculties before he be pareaker of it ; = being 
inabled by the Spirit to know the things which are freely gi- 
ven hum of God, he may withone extraordinary reyelation in 
the right uſe of ordinary nieans attain therennto ; And there- 
fore it is the duty of every onere give all diligence to make his 
ealling and ele&ion ſurezthar therby his heart may be inlacged 
in peace and joy in the holy Ghoſt, in love and thankfulnefe 
to God, and in ſtrength a - — in the dnrtics - obe= 

2 1eace 
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dience, the proper fruits of this afſurance ; ſo far is it from 
inclining men to leoſnefle. _ 
. True believers may havethe aſſurance of their falvationdi-- 
vers ways (ſhaken,diminithed and intermitted} as P negligence 
in preſerving of it, by falling into ſome ſpecial ſin, which 
woundeth the conſcience,and grieveth the Spirit, by ſome ſud. 
den or vehement temptation, by Gods withdrawing the light 
of his countenance, [uffering even ſuch as fear him to walk in 
darknefs,and to have no light; yet are they neither utterly de- 
ftitute of that ſeed: of God, and life of Faith,that love of Chriſt 
and the Brethren, that fincerity of heart and conſcience of 
duty, out of which by the operation of the Spirit this aſſurance 
may in dune time be. revived, and by the which in the mean 
time they are ſupported from utter diſpair. | 

. : CHAP. XIX% 

. Of the Law of God. 

PROd gave to Adam a Law of univerſal obedience writtew 
Fin bis heart, and a particular precept of not cating the 
Fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil, as a Gaye- 
nant of Works,by which he bound him and all his poſterity to 

rſonal, entire, exat and perpetual obedience, promiſed life 
upon the fulglling, and threatned death nponthe breach of it, 
and cndued him with power and ability to keep it.. 
ES beta LI. . 

This Law fo. written in the hearty. continued to be a perfe& 
Kule of righteouſneſſe after the fall of man, and was delivered. 
by God upon mount Sinai in ten Commmandements, and writ- 
ren in two Tables ; the four firſt Commandments containing, 
eur duty towards God, and the other fix our duty to man. 

»c1 « | IE 

- Befide this Law commonly called Moral, God was pleaſed: 
to give tothe people of Iſrael Ceremonial. Laws,containing ſe- 
yeral Typical Ordinances,partly of Worſhip,prefiguring Chriſt 
his Graces, Actions; Sufferings and.þbenefkits,. and: partly, hold-- 
ing forth divers Inſtruftions of Marg duties : Al which Cere- 
monial Laws beingappointed.only to the time of Reformation, 
are by: Telus Chrilt. the true Meſhah and onely Law-giver,who- 
was furniſhed. with powers from the Father for that end,, abro- 


axeland raken away. 


- 


IV. 


q' 


(21) 
LV. 

To then alfo he gave ſundry Judicial Laws; which-expired 
together wich the.State of. that people,not obliging any now by 
vercue of that inffitution, their general equity onely being ſtill 
of moral uſe. 

V 


{ The moral Law doth for ever bind all, as well juſtified per: 
ſons as others, to the obedience thereof ; and thar orcas 
regard of the matter contained in it, bar alfo in reſpet of the 
Authority of God the Creator , who gave it : neither doth 
Chriſt in the Goſpel any way diffolve, but much Rrengthen 


this obligation. 
VI. 


Although true belicvers be not under the Law,as « Covenant 
of Works,to be therby juftified er condemned;yer it is of great 
uſe to them as wel as to others,in that,as a rule of life, inform+ 
ingthem of the: Wit of God,and their duty,ir direfts and binds 
them to walk accordingly, diſcovering 'alfo the finful poll 
tions of their natore, hearts and lives, fo as examining them- 
ſelves thereby, they may come to farther convittion of humi- 
liation for, and hatred againſt fn, together with a clearer fight 
of the need they have of Chriſt, and the perfeQion of his obe- 
dience. Iris likewiſe of w(e tothe regenerate, to reſtrain their 
corruptions,in that it forbids fin,and the threatnings of it ſerve 
to ſhew what even their fins deferve,and what affiiftions in this 
life they may expe&t for them, although freed from the cnrſe 
thereo docurnes in the Law. Fhe promiſes of it in hke man« 
ner ſhew them Gods approbation of obedience, and what ble(- 
ſings they may expe&t'upon the performance thereof, aTthongh 
not as due to thenr by the Law, as a Covenant of Works, (o as 
a mans doing Good, and refrainimg from-evil, becauſe the Law: 
incourageth tothc one, and deterreth fronr the other, is no 
evidence of his being under the-Law, and not under Grace. 


Neither are the forementioned uſes of the Law contrary to: 
the grace of the Goſpe};' but do ſweetly comply with it, the 
Spirit of Chriſt ſubduing and inabling the will of man to do 
that freely and chearfully, which the will of God revealed: in. 


the Law required to be done. 
| Chap 
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4 _ CHAP. XX. 
Of the Goſpel, and the extent of the Grace thereof. 


Tk: Covenant of Works being broken by fin, and made un- 
> profitable unto life, God was pleaſed to give unto the E- 
le& the promiſe of Chriſt, the ſeed of the woman, as the means 

Iling them,and negating in them Faith and Repentanae : 
In eprom the Golpel, as to the ſubſtance of it, was revea- 
led, and was therein effeQrual for the converſion and ſalvation 
of finners. 

I. 

This promiſe of Chriſt, and falvation by him, is revealed 
onely inand by the Word of God ; neither do the works of 
Creation or Providence, with the Light of Nature, make diſ- 
covery of Chriſt, or of Grace by him, ſ@ much as in a general 
or obſcure way; much lefſe that men deſticute of the revelation 
of him by tke Promiſe or Goſpel, ſhould be enabled thereby to 
attain ſaving Faich or Repentance. 

IIH. 

The revelation of the Goſpel unto ſinners, made in divers 
times, and by ſundry parts, with the addition of Promiſes and 
Precepts for the obedience required therein, as to the Nations 
and perſons to whom it is granted, is meerly of the Soveraign 
will and good pleaſure of God, not being annexed by vertue 
of any promiſeto the due improvement of mens natural abili- 
tics, by vertue of common light received without it, which 
none everdid make or can ſodo : And therefore in all ages 
the Preaching of the Goſpe] hath been granted unto perſons 
and nations, as te the extent and ſtraitning of it, in great va- 
ricty, according to the counſel of the will of God. 

I'V. 

Alchough the Goſpel be the onely outward means of reveal- 
ing Chriſt and ſaving Grace, and isas ſuch abundant)y (uff- 
cient thereunto ; yet that mien who are dead in treſpaſſes, may 
be boru again, quickned or regenerated, there is moreover nc- 
cefſary an effeftua], irrefiltible work of the haly Ghoſt 1 
the whole ſoul, for the producing in them a new ſpiritual life, 
without which no other means are ſiffcient their Conver- 
ſion unto God. | 

Chap- 


(23) 
CHAP. XXL. 
Of Chriftian Liberty, and Literty of Conſcience. 

e liberty which Chrift hath purchaſed for Believers under 
the Goſpel conſiſts in their freedom from the guilt of fin,the 
condemning wrath of God,the rigour and curſe of the law,and 
in their being delivered from this preſent evil workl, bondage 
to Satan,and dominion of fm, from the evil of affliions, the 
fear and ſting of death, the viftory of the grave,and everlaſting 
damnation; as alſo in their free acceſs to God, and their yield- 
ing obedience nnto hin1,not out of {laviſh fear, but a child-like 
'fove and willing mind: All which were commonalſo to Belie- 
vers under the Law, for the ſubſtance of them ; bur under the 
New Teſtament the liberty of Chriſtians is further inlarged in 
their freedom from the yoak of the Ceremonial Law,the whole 
Legal adminiſtration of the Covenant of Grace, to which the 
Jewiſh Church was fubje&ed, and in greater boldneſs of acceſs 
to the throne of Grace, and in fuller commmnication of the 
free Spiric of God, then Believers under the Law did ordina- 

rily partake of. oy 

God alone is Lord of the Conſcience, and hath left it free 
from the Do&rines md Commandments of mcn, which are in 
any thing contrary to his Word or not contained in it; fo that 
to believe ſuch Dc@rines, ,orto obey ſuch Commands out of 
conlcience, is to betray true Liberty of Conſcience ; and the 
requiring of an implicit faith, and zn abſolute and blind obe- 
- dience, i5 to deſtroy Liberty of Conſcience, and Realon alſo. 

III. 

They who tpen pretence of Chriſtian Liberty do praftife 
any ſin, or cheriſh any lult, as they do thereby pervert the 
main defign of the Grace of the Goſpel to their own deſtru- 
ion; fo they wholly deſtroy the end of Chriſtian Liberty, 
which is, thac being delivered out of the hands of our enemies, 
we might ſerve the Lord without fear, in holineſs and righte- 
teouſnefs before him all the days of our life. 

CHAP. XXIL 
Of religiow Worſhip, and the Sabbath-day. 
AD lighe of Nature ſheweth there is a God, who hath Lord- 
ſhip and Soveraigity over all, is juit, good, and doth good 


ngto all, and is therefore to be feared, loyed, praiſed, called 
upon, 


——_— 


(24) 
upon, truſted in, and ſerved with 'al the heart, and all the 
ſoul, and with all the might : But the acteptable way, of wor- 
ſhipping tke true God is inftituted by himlelf,. and ſo limited 
Þy his own revealed will, that he may not be worſhipped ac- 
cording to the immaginations and devices of men, or the ſug- 
geſtions of Satan, 1mder any viſible repreſentations, or any 
ether way not preſcribed inthe holy Scripture. 


Religious Worſhip is to be given to God the Father,Son,and 
holy Ghoft, and to him alone ; not to Angels, Saints, or any 
other Creatures ; and fince the Fall, not without a Mediator, 
nor in the mediation of any other but of Chriſt alone. 

I II. | 
Prayer with thankſgiving, being one ſpecial part of natural 
worſhip,” is by God required of all men ; but that it may be 
accepted, it is to be made in the name of the Son by the help 
of his Spirit, according to his will with undesſtanding, reve- 
rence, humility, fervency, faith, love, and perſeverance ; and 
when with others in a known tongue. 
I V. | 

Prayer is to be made for things lawful, and for all forts of 
men living, or that ſhall live hereafter, but not for the dead, 
nor for thoſe of whom it may be known that they have finned 
the {in unto death. 

V. 


The reading of th Scriptures, Preaching, and hearing the 
word of God; ſinging of Pſalms, as alſo the adminiſtration of 
Baptiſm and the Lords Supper;are all parts of religious Wor- 
{ip of God, to be performed in obedience unto God with un- 
derftanding, faith, reverence, and godly. fear : Solemn Humi- 
liations, with Faſtings and Thankſgiving upon ſpecial occafi- 
ons, are in their ſeveral times and ſcalons tobe uſed in a-holy 
and rehigious manner. 

VI. 

Neither Praver nor any other part of religious Worſhip, is 
now under che Copel cither tyed unto, or made more accep- 
table by any place, in which it 1s performed,or towards which 
it is direfted ; bur God is to be worltipped every where in 
ſpirit and in truth, as in private families dayly, and in ſecret 
each one by.himſelf , fo mure lolemnily 1n the "at 


alle mblics, 


| (23) 
aſſemblies, which are not careleſly nor wiltally ro be negle- 
Qed or fariaken, when God by his Word or Providence cal- 
tech thercumo. | 
ts & KK" 

As it is of the Jaw of Nature, that in general a proportion of 
tim: by God's appointment be ſer apart for the worſhip of 
God ; foby his ord in a poſitive, moral,and perpetual com- 
mandment, birding al} men in all ages, he hath particularly 
appointed one d+y in ſeven for a Sabbath to be kept holy un- 
th himy which from the beginning of the world to the ralurre- 
&ion of Chriſt, was the lait day of the week, and from the re- 
ſurrcion of Clift was changed into the tirit day of the weeks, 
which 1n Scripture, is called-the Lords ay, and is to be conti=- 
nued to.the end of the World as the Ciniſtian S:bbath, rhe 
obſervayon of the laſt day of the week being aboliſhed, 

VI!!. | 

This Sabbach -is then kept holy unto the Lord, when men 
afcer a due preparing of their hearts, and ordering their come - 
mon affairs beforehand, do not onely oblzrve an holy reſt all 
the day from their own works,words, and thonghts about their - 
world{y imployments and recreations, bur allo are taken up 
. the whole'time in the publique and private exercifes of his 
Warlhip, and in che duties of Necefſcy and Mercy. 

_ __ CHAP. X X1H. 
Of lawful Oaths and Vows. nh 
Lawful Oath is a part of religious Worſhip, wherein the 
perſon (wearing in truth, righteouſneſs a judgement, f0- 
lemnly ca'Jeth God to witnels what he afſertech or promiſerh, 
and to judge him according to the truth or fallhood of what 
he (weareth, 11. Rees 
The name of God only is char b;; which men onght to ſwear, 
and therein it is robe uſed with all holy fear and reverence : 
Therefore to ſwear vain'y, or raſhly, by that glorious or dreads 
ful name, or to (wear at all by any oiher thing, ts {inful and to 
be abliorred ; yer as in muccers of wetght an moment an Oath 
is warranted þy the Word of God under. th? new Teftament, 
as well as under the Old; to a Jawful Oath, being impoſed by 
lawful aucthoricy in ſuch maicers, 0ght to be taken: }. _ 


FEI. | 
Whaſoever taketh ans Oath warranted by the word of God, 
F ought 
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| (26) SRETE. | 
eughr daly to conſider the weightineſſe of ſo ſolemn an att, 
and therein to avouch nothing but what he is fully perſwaded 
is the truth : neither may any man bind himſelf by Oath to 
any thing, but whar-is good and juſt, and what he believeth fo 
tro be, and what he'is able and reſolved to perform. Yetit is a 
fin to refuſe an Oath toucking any thinghat is good and juft, 


being lawfully impoſed by -— n+ 


An Oath isto be taken in the plain and common ſenſe of 
the words,without equivocation or mental] reſervation - It can- 
not oblige to ſin, but 1n any thing not ſinfu), being taken it 
binds to performance, although toa mans own hurt; nor is it 
to ae violated, although made to Hereticks or Ingdels. 

V 


A Vow, which is not to be made to any Creature, but God 
alone, is of the like nature with a promiſſory Qath, and ought 
ro be made with the like religious care, and to be performed 
with the like faithfulneſſe. | 

VI. 

Popith monaſtica] Vows of perpetual ſingle- life, profeſſed 
poverty, and regular obedience, are.ſo far from being degrees 
of higher perte&ion, that they are ſaperſtitious and. finful 
ſnares, in which no Chriſtian may intangle himfelf. 

| CHAP. XXIV. | 
Of the Ciil' Magiſtrate. 
Ca the ſupreme Lord and King of all the world, hath or- 
dained civil Magiſtrates to be under him, over the people 
for his own glory and the publique good ; and re this end 
hath armed them with the power of the ſword, for the defence 


and encouragement of them {hat do good,. and for the puni- 
ſhment of evil doers. | 


| L 
- Ie is lawful for Chriſtians to:accept and execute the Office 
ef a Magiſtrate, when called thereunto : in the management 
whereo!, as they ought ſpecially to maintain Juftice and 
Peace, according to the wholſome Laws of each Common- 
wealth ; ſo for that end they may-lewfully now under the new 
Teſtament wage war upon juſt and neceſſary occaſion. 

III 


Akhough the Magiſtrate is bound. to ENCOUrage, promte,. 
' z | and. 


| ' (#2) | 

and protedt the gone and profeſſion of the Gun and te. 
manage and order civil adminiſtrations in a due lubſerviency 

to the intereſt of Chriſt in the worl, and to that end to take 
care that men of corrupt minds and converſations ds not li- 
centiouſly publiſh and divulge Blaſphemies and Errors in their 
own nature, ſubverting the faith,and inevitably deſtroying the 
ſouls of them that receive them : Yet in ſuch differences about 
the Dodtrines of the Goſpe), or ways of the worſhip of God, as 
may befall men exercifing a good conſcience, manifeſting it in 
their converſation, and holding the foundation, not diſturbing 
others in their ways or worſhip that differ from them ; their 1s 
no warrant for the Magiſtrate under the Goſpel to. abridge 
them of their liberty. 

; I'V. 


It is the duty of people to pray for Magiſtrates, to honour 
their perſons, to pay them Tribute and other dues, to obey 
their lawful commands, and to be ſubje& to their Authority 
for conſcience ſake. Infidelity, or difference in Religion, doth 
not-make void the Magiſtrates juſt and legal Authority, nor 
free the people from their obedience to him : from which Ec- 
cletiaſtical perſons are not exempted , muchleſſe hath the Pope 
ahy power or juriſdiftion over them in their dominions, or 
over any of their people, and leaſt of all to deprive them of 
their dominions er lives,if he ſhall judge thema to be Hereticks, 
or upon any other pretence whatſoever. "= 

= CHAP. XXV. 4 

Of Marriage: 
Arriage is to be between one man and one woman : netz 
M ther is it Jawful for any man to have more then one wife, 
nor for any woman to have more then one huband at the 


ſame time. 
II. 


Marriage was ordained for the mutual help of husband and 
wife, for the increaſe of mankind with a legitimate iffue,and of 
the Church with an holy ſeed,and for preventing uncleanneſs. 

II : 


Ic is lawful for all ſorts of people to marty,who are able with 
judgment 'to'give their conſent. Yet it is the duty of Chriſtians 


t in the Lord, and therefore ſuch as profeffe the true 
o marry in the Lord, - 6 p : OY 
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Reformed religion, ſhould not marry with Tnfidels, Papifts;cr 

other Idolaters: neither ſhould ſuch as are godly, bz unequal- 

Iy yeaked by marrying with ſack as are wicked in their hfe,or 

maincain camnable Hereie. 
I'V. 


Marriage ought not to be within the degrees of conſanguini- 
ty or aanicy forbidden in the Word ; ner can ſuch inceſtuous 
Marriages ever be made lawful by any jay of man, or conſent 
of partres, ſo as thoſe perions may live together as man and 


wife 
CHAP. XXVI. 
Of the Church. 
He Catholick or Univerſal Church, which is inviſible, con- 
fiſts of the whole number of the Ele&, that have been, are 
or ſhall be gathered-into one under Chritt, the Head thereof 
and is the Spouſe the Body; the fulneſſe of him that fillech all 
in all. | 
IE 3 
The whole body of men throughout the world,profeſſing the 
faithof che Goſpe] and obedience unto God by Chriſt accord- 
ing unto it, not deſtroying their own profeſſion by any Errors 
everting the foundation, or unkolmeſie of converſation, are 8& 
may be called che viſible Catholick Church of Chriit, alchough 
x 15 not intruſted with the adminiſtration of any Ordinances, 
or have any offices to rule or govern in, os over the whole 
ye : 

- The pureſt Churches under heaven are ſubje& both to mix- 
ture and error, and ſome have fo degeneritcd as to become no 
Churches of Chriſt, bur Synagogues of Satan : Neverthelefſe 
Chriſt alwazes hath had, and ever ſhall have a viſible Kir glome 
mn this world, to the end thereof, of ſuch as belicvc-in him and: 
wake profeſhon of his.name. | 

IV. | | 
There is no other Head of the Church but the Lord Jeſus 
Elrift;nor can the Pope of Rome in any ſenſe be Head there- 
| of; bur it isthat Antichriſt, that man of {in and fon of perdi- 
tion, that exalceth himſelf in the Church againſt Chriſt, and 
all that is called God, whom the Lord ſhall deftroy with rhe 
biightneſle of his comming, 


V. 
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| (29) 
As the Lord in his eare and love towards his Charch, karh 

in his infinice wiſe providence exerciſed ic with great varieryin 
all ages,for the good of them that love him;and his own Glory: 
{o according to his promiſe, we expett that in the latter days, 
Amichrift being deltroyed, the Jews callel, and the adverſa- 
ries ofthe kingdome of his dear Son broken, the Chucthes of 
Chrift being inlarged and edificd through a free and plentiful 
communication of light and grace, ſhall enjoy in this world a 
more quiet, peaceable and glorious condition then they have 


enjoyed. 
CHAP. XXVIL. 

: Of the Communion of Saints. | 

A<; Saints that are uniced to Jeſus Chrilt their Head by his 

Spiritand Faith, aſthough they are not made thereby one 
erſon with him , have fellowlhip in his Graces , Sufferings, 
eath, Refurre&ion and Glory : and being unired to one a- 
nother in love, they have communion in each others gifts and- 
graces; and are obliged to the performance of ſuch duries, 
ublick and private, as to conduce to therr mutual good, both 
d and outward Man. | 
WES: | II. | 
All Saints are bound to maintain an holy fellowſhip and 
communion in the Worſhip of God, and in performing ſuch 
other ſpiricual ſervices as tend to their mutual edification ; as 
_ al(o in relieving each other in outward things, accoraing to 
their, ſeveral abilities and neceffities : which communton, 
though - eſpecially tobe exerciſed by them in the relations 
wherem they ſtand, whether in Families or Churches, yer as 
God offereth opportunity, is to be extended unto all thoſe who 
11 every place call upon the Name of the Lord Jeſus. * 
- CHAP. XXVIIIL. 
Of the Sacrament. 

Acraments are holy Signs and Seals of the Covenant of 
a immediately inſtituted by Chriſt, tv repreſent him 
and his benefics, and<o confirm our interett in him, and ſo- 

lemiy to engage us to the ſervice of God in Chritt, . according 
to his Word, 


There is in every Sacrament a ſpiricnal relation,or ſacramen- 


ral union between the fign and the thing fignified ; whence it 
EAT eomes 
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} (30) +1 
eomes to pals that the names and effeAs of the one ars attribn- 
ted unto the other. ” 

, ! III. 


| Thegracewhich is exhibited in or by the Sacraments rightly 


uſed, is not conferred by any powerrin them, neither doth the 
efficacy of a Sacrament depend upon the piety or igtention of 
him that doth adminifter it,” but upon the work of the Spirit, 
and the word. of Inſtitution , which contains together with a 
Precept authorizing the uſe thereof, a Promiſe of benekit ta 
worthy receivers. 

| I'V. 


There be only two Sacraments ordained by Chriſt our Lord 

in the Goſpe), thatis to ſay, Baptiſm and the Lords Supper ; 

- meither of which may be diſpenſed by any but by a Miniſterof 
the Word lawfully called. 


The Sacraments of the Old Teſtament, in regard of the ſpi- 


ritual things thereby ſignified and exhibited, were for fabftance 


the ſame with thoſe of the New. 
_ CHAP. XXIX. 
EH” Of Baptiſnr. | 

Aprtiſm is a Sacrament of the New Teſtament, ordained, by 
Dyck Chriſt to be nnto the party baptized a ſign and ſeal 
of the Covenant of Grace, of his ingrathng into Chriſt of rege= 
neration, of remiflion of fins, and of his giving up anto God 
through Jeſus Chriſt to walk in newnels of life ; Which Ordi- 
nance is by Chriſts own appointment to be continued in his 
Church unto the end of the world. | ES” 4 

| II. 

The outward Element to be uſed in this Ordinance, is Wa- 
ter, wherewith the party is to be baptized in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and ofthe holy Ghoft, by a Mimiſter 
of the Goſpel lawfully called. | 

- "BUG 

Dipping of the perſon into the water it not neceſſary , but 
Baptitm is rightly adminiſtred by powritlg or ſprinkiing water 
upon the perlon. 2 | 
_—_ faich in, and obedi. 


ancs of one or both believing 
| parcnes 


I 
Not only thoſe that do a@ually 
ence unto Chritt, but alſo the in 
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parents are to be baptized and thoſe only. 


Although. ie be a great fin ro contemn or negle& this Ordi- 
nance, yet grace and ſalvation are not ſo inſeperably annexed: 
unto it, as that no perſon can be regenerated or ſaved without 
ft; or that all that are "1% a” Ou ud oub:dly regenerated. 

a "> 
The efficacy of Baptiſm is not tic to that moment of time 
wherein it is adminiftred, yet not withſtanding, by the right 
ufe of this Ordinance, the grace promiſed is not onely offered 
but really exhibited and conferred by the holy Ghoſt to ſuch 
(whether of age or infants) as that grace belongeth urito, ac+ 
cording to the counſel of ow _ Will in his appointedtime. 

| Baptifin js but once to be adtviniſtred to any perſon; 

CHAP, XXX. 
| Of the Lord Supper, 

Of. Lord Jefus in the night wherein he was betrayed, _inſti- 
| euted the ſacrament of his Body and blood,called the Lords 
$upper,to be obſerved in his Churches unto the end of the world, 
for the perpetual reme mbrance, and (hewing forth of the Sacri- 
 fice ofhimſelf in his drath, the ſealing of all benefits therof unto 
tru? b2levers, their ſpiritual nouriſhment, and growth in him, 
their further ingagemenr in and to all dutics which they owe 
unto him, and to be a bond and pledge of their communion with 
him, and with each other. | L 

IT. 

In this Sacrament Chriſt is not offered up to his Father, nor 
any real Sacrifice made atall for remiſſion of fin of the quick or 
dead, but only a memoral of that one offering up of himſelf by 
himſelf upon'the Croſs once for all, and a ſpiritual Oblation of 
all poſſible praiſe unto God for * ſame; ſo that the popiſh Sa- 


j crifice of the Maſſe(as they call it) is moft abominable, injurious 


to Chriſts one onely Sacrifice, the alone propitiation for all the 
fins of the Ele. | 
| ITI, s 


The Lord Jeſus hath in this ordinanee appointed his Miniſters 
to Pray and bleſs the Elements of bread and wine,and thereby to 
Fer them apart from a common wo an holy uſe, and to take” and: 
the Breadztotake the Cup, and (they PTE: alſo 

. ome 
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thetaſelves) to give both to the Communicanty, but to none who 
arc nt then preſenc in the Congrexation. "i 

x IV 


ww 4, - : _- OO eee 


Private MaſT:s, or receiving the Sacrament by a Pricft, or any | 


her afonc, as likwiſc the denial of the Cup tothe peorte, wa: - 
. ſhiping the ©!e:nonts, the lifting themup, or carrying then «b- 
ou or adoration, and the reſerving them for any pretended reli- 
gious uf., aic all contrary to the nature ot this Sacrament,and to 
kc. laſticution of Ch: itt, = 2 


The outward Elements in this Sacramentduely ſet apart to 
the uſcy o: daiged by Chrift, have ſuch re} eion ra him Crucitied- 


as that truly, yer Sacramentally onely they are ſometimes cal.e1 
by the name of the things they repreſent, to wit, che Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, a]beir in ſubiiance and nature they.ſtill remain 
trucly and onely Bread and wo”? as they were bctore. 
W-- 

The Dodarine which maintains a chang of the ſubſtance af bread 
& Wine into the ſubſtance of Chritts Body & Blood (commonly 
called TranſubPFantiation) by conkcration of a Pricit, or by 
any other way, is repugname not to Scripture alonc,bur even ro 
common ſenſe and reaſon,overthroweth the nature of the Sacra- 
ment, and hath been, and is the cauſc of manifold Superfticion, 
yea cf groſke Idolatrics. | 5 : 
 Werihy Receivers outwardly partaking of the vigble Elements 
in this Sacrament, do then alſo inwardly by Faith real! yand in 
deed, yet not carnally andcorporally,but ſpiritually. receive and 
feed upon Chrilt crucified, and all bencfits cfhis deaih,the' Body & 
Blood of Ch: ift being chen not corporally or carnally in, with, 
or under the Bread or Wine; yet asrcally, but fpiritualiy, preſent 
to the Faich of Belicvers in tha: Ordinance, as the Ekments :ham- 
tcles are to their: outward, ſcnl8. . 
VIIL 

All ignorant and ungodiy perſons, a8 they are unfit to enjoy 

com munion with Chrift, ſo.are they ur.worthy of the Lt rds Tas 


ble,and.cannoc without great fin againſt him, whilſt they remair, 


kuch, partake of theſe holy: Myſterics, or be admicred: thercunto 
yea whoſoever, ſhall receive unworthily, are guilty of the Fody 


and Blacd of the Lord, cating. anddcinkipg Judgement to eng , 
| Bo. 


WS +5 033) 
CHAP. XXX&1l: 
* Of the ſlate of Man ajicr Death, and of | 
the ReſurrcAion of the Degd. + v3 

T= Bodies of men after death return to duſt, and ſee corrup- 

tion, but their ſouls (which neither dic nor (leep having an 
immortal ſubſiſtence, immediately return to God who gave them, 
the ſouls of the righteous being then made perfc& in holineſs,are 
received into the higheſt Heavens, where they bchold the face of 
God in light and glory, waiting for the full redempeion of their 
bodics:And the ſouls of the wicked are caſt into Hell, where they 
remain in torment and utter d:rkneſs, reſerve to the Judgment 
of the greatzday: Befides theſe ewo plac.s for ſouls ſepararcd from 
cheir bodies, the Scripture acxnowledgeth none. 

IL. 

At the laſt day ſuch as are found alive (hall not dic,but be chan- 
ged,and all rhe dead ſhall be raiſed up with the ſelf ſame bodies 
arid none other,although with different qualities, which ſhall be 
united again to their ſouls for cvcr. 

IIL 
: Fhe bodies of the unjuſt ſhall by the Power of Chriſt be raiſcd 
to d'ſhonor; the bodies of the juſt by his Spirit unto honcr, and 
be made comformable to his own Glorious Body. 
CHAP. XXXII. 
. Of the laſt Judgement t 

Od hath appointed a day wherin hewil jadge the World in 

righceouſnſs by Jeſus Chrift, to whom all Power & Judge- 
ment is given of the Father, in which day not onely the Apo» 
ſtate Angels ſhall be judged, butlikewile all perſons that have li» 
ved upon earth,ſha} appear before the Tribunal of Chriſt,co give 
an account of their thoughts, words and deeds, & toreceive accor- 
ding.co what they have done in the body, whether good or evil. 

IL | | 

The end of Gods appointing this day, is for the manifeſtation 

ofthe Glhry of hes Mercy in the cternal ſalvation of the Ele&, 


and of his Juſtice in the damnation of the Reprobate, who are 


wicked and difobedicnt: for then hall the righteous goe into 


| everlaſting Life, and receive that fulnefſe of joy and glory, with 


everlaſting reward in the preſence of the Lord ;- but the wicked 


-| who know not God and obey nor the Goſpel of Jeſus Chrift, 
1 hall be caſt into crernal torments, and be puniſhed with' ever= 
| _— 
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(34) | 
laſing reward in the preferſce of the Lord ;'but the wicked who 
know not God, and obey not the Goſpel of Jeſits Ghriſt, ſhall 
be caſt into eternal] torments and' be puniſhed with everlaſting 
deftrution from the preſence of the Lord, and from.che glory 
of his Power. | | | 
[ep IF!. 

| As Chriſt woiild have us tobe certainly perſwaded thac 
there ſhall be a Judgement,both to dercr all men from fin,and 
for the: great conſolation of the godly. in their adverlity ; fo 
will he have that day unknown to men, that they may ſhake off 
all carnal ſacurity, and be always watchful, becauſe they know 
wot at what hour the Lord will come, and may be ever prepa- 
red tolay, Come Lord Jeſus,.come quickly. Amen: | 


-—— Ge — 


of the Inſtitution of Churches, and: the Order appointed 
in them by Jeſus Chriſt. 


Calling, Inftitution , Qrder, or Government of the 
Church, is inveſted in a Suprem and Soveraign manner 
m the Lord. Jeſus Chriſt, as King and Head thereof. 

f Wes FI. 

- Cn the execution of this Power wherewith ke is ſo entruſltd, 
tlie Lord Jeſus calleth out of the World unto Comnmnion 
with himſelf, thoſe that are given unto him by his Father, that 
they may walk before him in all che ways of Obedience,which 
he preſcribech tothen in his Word: EY 5 bas, 


I. | 
B< the appointmens of the Father all Power for the 


Thoſe thus called (through the: Miniftery of the Word by 
his Sprrit ) he commandeth to: walk together in particular 
Societies or Churches, for their mucual edification and the 
due performance of that publique Worſhip, ' whicly he requi- 
weth of them in this —_— | "2 HNk Sa 

LV: MN | 
' To each of theſe Churches thus gathered, according unto 
his mind deelared in his, Word, he bath piven all that Power 
and Authority, which is anyway aeniet tor their carrying | 
| | 4 on 


« Q » & 
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diately from himſelf. 


BE © =. = 
-on that Order in Worſhip and Difcipline, which he hath inft- 
zuted for them to obſerve with Commands an4 Rules, for the 
due and right exerting and executing of that Power. Fu 


V. | 
Theſe particular Churches thus appointed by the Authority 
of Chriſt, and intruſted with power trom him for the ends be- 
fore expreſſed, are each of them as unto thoſe ends, che ſeat of 
that Power which he is pleaſed ro communicate to his Saints 
or Subjects in this world, fo that as ſuch they receive it inime- 


VI. 

Beſides theſe particular Churches, there is not inftituted by 
Chriſt any Church more extenſive or Cacholique entruſted. 
with power for the adminiitration of hts Ordinances, or the 
Execution of any authority in his name. 

VIl. 

A particular Church gathered and compleated according to 
the mind of Chriſt, conlifts of Officers and Members : The 
Lord Chriſt having given to his called ones (umited according 
to b15 appointment in Church-order) Liberty and Power to 
chooſe Perſons fitted by the holy Ghott for rhat purpoſe, tobe 
over them, and to miniſter to them in the Lord. 

VII. "=o 

The Members of theſe Churches are Saints by Calling, viſt- 
bly manifeſting and evidencing (inand by their.profeiſion and 
walking) their obedience unto chat call of Chriit, who being 
further known to each other by their confetſion of the Faith 
wrought in them by the power of God, declared by themſelves 
or otherwiſe maniteſted, do willingly conſent to walk together 
according to'the appointment of Chriſt, giving up chemlelves 
tothe Lord, and to one another by the will of God in profel- 
ſed ſubjefion te the Ordinances of the Golpel. 

> "I | 

The Ofhcers appointed by Chriſt to be choſen and ſet apart 
by the Church fo called,and gathered for the peculiar aImini« 
tration of Ordinances, and exec: tion of Power or Uuty whica 
he intruſts them with, or calls chem to, to be continued tot ce 
end of the world, are Paſtors, Teachers, Elders, and Deacons. 


; 3 
Churches thats gathered and aſfembled for the Worſhip of 
G 2 God, 
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(36) | 
God, are thereby viſible and publique, and their Aﬀembſ;eg 
(in what place ſocver they are, according as they have liberty 
or opportunity) are therefore Church or Publique Aſſeny- 
blick. | | 

X 1. 


The way appointed by Chrift for the cai!ling of any perſon, 
ered and gifted by the holy Ghoſt, unto the Office of Paſtor, 
Teacher or Elder in a Church, 1s, that he be thoſen thereunto 
by the eommon ſuffrage of the Church it ſelf, and fokemnly fer 
apart by Faſting and Prayer, with Impolition of Hands of 
the Elderſhip of that Churrh, #f there be any before conſticu- 
ted therein : And of a Deacon, that he be choſen by the 
like ſufſrage, andſct apart Prayer, and the like impolition of 
Hands. _ 


The Eſſence of this Call of a Paſtor, Teacher or Elder unto © 
Office,, conlitts in the Eleftion of the Church, togethet with 
his acceptation of it, and ſeparation by Faſting and Prayer : 
And thoſe who are fo choſen, though not ſer apart by Impoſ- 
tion of Hands, are rightly conſticuted Minifters of Teſus Chriſt, 
in whoſe Name and Authority they exerciſe the Miniſtery 
to them ſo committed. The Calling of Deacons conlifteth 
in the like Ele&ion and acceptation, with ſeparation by 
Pr ayer. 

X ITT. 

Alchough it be incnmbent on the Paftors and Teachers of 
the Churches to be inſtant 1n Preaching the Word, by way of 
Office; yet the work of Preaching the Word is not ſo peculi- 
aily confined to them, but that others alſo gifted and fitted by 
the holy Ghoſt for it, and proves bein by lawful ways and 
means in the providence of God fo called thereunto) may 
publiquely, ordinarily and conſtantly. perform ir; fothat they 
give themſelves up thereunto, 

XIV. 

However, they who are engaged in the work of Publique- 
Preaching, and enjoy the Publique Maintenance upon that 
account, are not thereby obliged to diſpenſe the Seals' ro any 
other then fuch as (being Saints by Calling and gathered ac- 
cording to the Order of the Goſpel) they ſtand related to, as 
Pattoss ar Teachers ; yet ought they not to negle& others. li- 
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(37) 
ing with their Parochial Bounds, but befides thar conftane 
publick Preaching to them, they ought to inquire after theis 
profiting þy the Word, inſtrufting them in, and preſſing npon 
them (whether young or old) the great Do&rines of the Goſ- 
pel, even perſonally, and particularly, fo far as their trength 
and time will admit. | | 


Ordination alone without the ele&ion or precedent con- 
ſent ofthe Church, by thoſe who formerly have been Ordain- 
ed by vertue of that Power they have received by their Ordi- 
nation, doth not conſtitute any perſon a Church-Officer, or ' 
communicate Office-power = him. BN 

VI. 

A Church furniſhed with Officers (according to the mind 
of Chriſt) hath ful] power to adminiſter all his Ordinances < 
and where there is want of any one or more Officers required, 
that Officer, or thoſe which are in the Church, may adminiſter 
allche Ordinances proper to their particular Duty and Offices; 
but where there are no teaching Othcers,none may adminiſtec 
the Seals, nor can the Church 177A any fo to do. 

XR VIL 

In the carrying on of Charch-adminiſtrations, ne perſon 
onght to be added unto the Church, but by the conſent of the 
Church it ſelf ; that ſo love (without diſſimnlation} may be 
preſerved between all the Members _— 

X VIIL 

Whereas the Lord Jeſas Chriſt hath appointed and infſti- | 
tated as a means of Edification, that thole who walk not ac- 
cordingto the Rules and laws appointed by him (in reſpect 
of Faith and Life. ſo that juſt offence doth arife to the Church 
thereby) be cenſured in his Name and Anthoricy : From 
Church hath power in it ſelf to exerciſe and execute all thoſe 
Cenſures appointed by him in the way and Order preſcribed 


» the Goſpel. _ 
I X. | 
The Cenfares fo appointed by Chrift , are Admonition and 


Excommunication : and whereas ſome otfences are or my be 
known only to ſome, it is appointed by Chriſt, thar thoſe ro 
whom they are io known, do firſt admoniſh the offender in pri-' 


vate : in publick offences where any {11,before all; or in call 
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of gon- amendment upon private admonition;: the offence be-- 
ing re/ated to the Church, and the offender gar _—_— 
his repentance, he 1s to be duely admaniſhed m the Namegt 
Chrilt b rhe whole Church, by the Miniſtry of the: lders of 
the w,burch; aud if chis Cenſitre prevail not for his repentance, 
then he is to be caſt out by Excommunicatian!; with. the. cone. 
ſene of the C urch. > 7 
"PM | = & * GY 
| As all Believers are bound to joyn. themſclves to partichac 
Churches, when and where they have opporcunicy {a ca do, {6 
none are tg be admitted unto the Priviledges of the Churchey, 
who do not ſubmic themſelyes to. the Rule of Chrilt in . che 
Cenſures for the Government of them. | 
| | XX1. - 
| This being the way preſcribed by Chriſt in caſe of offence, 
no Church mcmbers upon any offences taken by chem, having 
performed their duty required of them in this matter, ought ca 
diſturb any Church-order, or abſent themſelves from the pub- 
Iique Afemblies, or the adminiftracion of any. Ordinagees 
upon that pretence, but to wait upon Chrill iu the turther pro- 
ceeding of the Church. 
| © © * HS 


| The Power of Cenlures being leated by Chriſt in aparticus- + 
lar Church, is to be exerciſed onely towards particular Mem= » 
bers of cach Church reſpeQtively. as ſuch. ; and there 4s na 
_ given by him unto any Synods or Eccleſiaſtical Aſſem- 

lies to: Excommunicate, or by their publique Edias to 
threaten i-xcommunication, or other Church-ceuſures againſt 
Churches, Magiſtrates, or their people upon any account, no - 
man being obnoxious to that Cen'ure, buc upon his perſonal 
muſcarriage, as a V.ember - a garucular Church. 

| II!. 

Although the Chi'rc'1 is a Society of men, aſſembling for the 
celebration of the Ordinances according to the appointment of + 
Chrilt, yet every Scciety aſſembling for that end or purpole, 
upon cle account of cohabitation within any civil Precin&s 
and Bounds, is not thereby conſiituted a Church, ſceing there 
may be wantiug among them, what is eſſentially required 
chereunto; and therefore a Peljever living with others in ſuch a 

PeeciuQ,may joyn hindclf withany Cluuch tor his —_— 
. | or 
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©" XXIV. 

- For che avoiding of Differences that they may otherwiſe' a- 
riſe ſor the greater Solemnicy in. the Cel-bration of the O: dis» 
nanc:s of Chritt, andthe opening a way for the. larger uſeful-- 
nefſe ofthe Gifts and Graces of the-Hv)y Ghoſty gaints living 
in -one-City or Town, or within fuch dift::nces as that they may 
conveniently aſſemble for:divinc. Warlhip, oug hc rather to joyn 
in one Church for chete mutual ſtrengthning and 'editfication 
then to ſet up many diſtin Sociccier. 

| | we AXV. | 

_ As all Churches and all the Members of chem. are b »ind to 
pray continually for the good or proſpority of all the Churches 
of Chriſt in all places,- andupon all occcalipns to further. it 5 
(rery one Within the bounds of their Places. and Callings, in: 
the excrciſe of their Gifts and Graces) So the Ghucches them- 
ſclves (when planted by the providence of God, ſo as they may 
have qpportunicy andadvantage for ic) ought to hold comanu- 
nion amang(t themſclves for their peace,. increaſe of love, and' 
mutual <dification. , -; pM | 

Me: | XXVI - 

| In Cafes of Difficulties or Diff. rences, either in point of Do&- 
rinc or iu Adminiſtrations, wherein cither the Church-s in ge- 
neral are.concerned, or any one Church in: their Peace, Union 
and Edification, or any Mcmber or Members of any Churchare: 
injured in, of by any. procceing in Cenſures, nor agrecable to 
Truth and Order; it is according to. the mind of Chrift, that 
many Churches holding communion together, doby their mef- 
fengers mect in a Synod or Counce), to conſider and give their ' 
advice in, or about that matter in ditference to be reported, to 
all the Churches concerned ; Howbeit theſe 5ynods fo afſembled 
are not entruſted with any Church-Power, properly fo called, 
or with any Juriſdi&ion over the Churches themſelves, to exer- 
cife any Cenlures, either over any Churches or Perſons, or to 
impoſe their determinations on the! -—"—_ or Officers. 

Beſids this occaſtonal Synods or Councils, there are not infti- 
rated by Chriſt any ſtated Synods ina fixed combination of 
Churches, or their Oibcers in leffer or greater Aiſemblies ; not 
are there any Synods appointed by Chriſt in a way of ſubordi- 
nation to one another. | 
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XX VEIL. | 
Perſons that are.joyned in —_— ought fiot 
lightly or without:juſt cauſe to withdraw themſelves from the: 
communion of the Church whereunto they are © joyned :: 
Neverthelefſe, where any perſon cannot continue in avy 
Church withour his fin, either for want ofthe Adminiſtration 
of any Ordinances inftituted by Chriſt, or by his 'being de- 
prived of his dne Priviledges, or compelled © any thing in 
prafice nor warranted by the Word, or in caſe of Perſecation, 
or upon the account of convenftncy of habitation z he con- 
ſajting with the Church, or the Officer or' Officers thereof, 
may peaceably depart from the communion-of the Church, ' 
wherewith he hath ſo walked, to joyn himſelf with "ſome other 
Ch urch, where he may enjoy the Ordinances in the purity of 
the ſame, for edification and conſolation. 
 XXIX E$-54l 
-'Such reforming Churches as confiſt of Perſons'foimd in the 
Faith and of Converſation becoming the Goſpel, ought 'not to; 
refuſe the communion of each other, fo far as may conliſt with' 
- their owu Principles reſpe&ively though they wajk not in all 
things accordingto the [00s —_ of Church Order. - 
b-1 | XX A. (al | 
Churches gathered and walking according to the mind of 
Chriſt, Judging other Churches thongh left pure) to be erue 
Churches,may receive unto occalional communion with them, : 


* 


ſuch' Members of thoſe Churches as are.crefiibly teſtifyed co be 


godly, and to live withour' offence. 
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